CHAPTER 4

A SPIRITUALLY MATURE BRIDE

It is a traditional teaching within Christianity th at all those who receive Jesus
as personal Lord and Savior is the Bride of ChristWhile it is true that all those who
accept Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior asittined in Chapter 1 will be in
heaven, the Bible makes a distinction between thobelievers who are "babes in
Christ" or "carnal Christians" and those believers who are "spiritually mature”
Christians and have an intimate relationship with Gd. Jesus told us that the
greatest commandment is to love God with all your &art, mind, soul and strength.
In Matthew 22:36-38t is written:

" Master, which is the great commandment in the laWofah)? Jesus said unto
him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thyeart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind. This is the first and gre@ommandment.

GROWING IN A
LOVING RELATIONSHIP UNTO GOD

Why is loving God with all our heart, mind, soul ard strength the greatest
commandment? How do we love God with all our heartmind, soul and strength?
When you are initially in love with another person,your mind becomes consumed in
thinking about them. You think about that special gerson from morning until
evening. You dream of ways how you can show younle to them. Nothing is like
the joy you experience spending time with that pem. You have entered the
courting stage of love.

By spending time with that person, you get to knowthem better and better.
Meanwhile, your loving desire for each other growsnd grows until finally you get
married. After you are married, you continue to grow in love and understanding for
each other. Once married, you experience togetheoth the hard times as well as
the joyous times of life. In time, you know each ber so well that you know how that
person will think or respond to any question you as or any situation that arises
before it even happens. At this point, you have rehed a mature point in your
relationship. A personal relationship with anotherperson is a process of growing in



love and understanding toward each other as well ageveloping a deeper and
deeper intimacy.

Spiritually, our love and devotion for God should eévelop and grow according
to the same pattern as our model example betweemaale and female. When we are
first saved, many Christians experience a consuminigve for God in their heart.
Spiritually, they have entered into betrothal and aloving courting relationship with
God. During this time, we think about the goodnesef God, His lovingkindness and
the special way He worked in our life to save us.

After we become saved, our relationship with God kns to go through life's
trials and tribulations. During this time, we alsoexperience many more of God's
blessings and provision in our lives and we rejoicm them. It is through these times
that our love toward God should grow closer and cleer and deeper and deeper.

As we spend time with God in prayer, as we spenditie with God reading and
studying the Bible and as we seek to follow the Wibf God for our lives, we should
begin to understand the heart and ways of God bettend better. During this time,
God will begin to reveal Himself in a greater and ggater capacity and your personal
relationship with God will grow into a closer and doser intimacy just as the ideal
and model relationship between a man and a womanhis is an example of the life
of a "spiritually mature" Christian. This is the wa y of the Bride of Christ. The
Bride is an example of the "greatest” in the Kingdan of Heaven Matthew 5:19.

However, just as in real life many husbands and wes begin to lose their first
love after they become married and they are not ablto make it through the trials
and tribulations in life because they don't spendhe time that is needed to develop
their relationship with each other, their love foreach other begins to be robbed
from them and many get a divorce.

Spiritually, this is what happens in the lives of rany Christians in their
relationship toward God AFTER they are saved. Theylon't take the time to
develop their relationship with God and their initial love for Him grows cold. They
are not able to make it through the many problemsri life by trusting in God.
Instead, they become bitter toward God and blame Hi and return to living in the
world. Many other Christians live with one foot inthe world and one foot in the
church door. However, this type of relationship isot the Will of God. This is an
example of the life of a spiritually immature and "carnal Christian." The carnal or
baby Christian is an example of the "least" in thekingdom of Heaven Matthew
5:19).

Spiritually, God desires for our personal relation$ip with Him to grow and
develop in the same way as the ideal love betweeman and a woman grows and
develops from the initial consuming love in the headuring the courting stage to a
deeper and deeper walk and personal intimacy aftethey are married. This is the
calling of the Bride of Christ. This is the characeristic of her spiritual maturity.



THE TWO STAGES OF THE BIBLICAL
MARRIAGE

There are two stages to the Biblical marriage. Thérst stage is betrothal. In
Hebrew, this is called, "erusin®. During betrothal you are legally married to your
spouse but you do not physically dwell with them. fie second stage of marriage is
when you physically dwell with your spouse and comsnate the marriage. The
second stage of marriage is called in Hebrew "nesn". As we saw in Chapter 3, the
Biblical wedding takes place under a wedding canopgalled in Hebrew a
"chuppah”. As we also discussed in Chapter 3, heamds seen as being a type of
"chuppah". Therefore, the Biblical marriage will be consummated in heaven.

The Bible tells us that God betrothed Himself to tle children of Israel at Mount
Sinai. In Jeremiah 2:2-3it is written:

"Go and cry in the ears of Jerusalem, saying, Thastls the Lord; | remember
thee, the kindness of thy youth, the love of thiegpousal (behothal), when thou
went after me in the wilderness, in a land that wast sown'

Even though you do not dwell with your mate whenewveyou are betrothed,
betrothal is so legally binding that you cannot gebut of it without a divorce. When
Jesus was born to Mary, Joseph and Mary were betrbed to each other. While they
did not live with each other and have marital relaions, they were legally married.
For this reason, when Joseph initially heard that Miry was pregnant with child he
sought to "put her away" or divorce her. However, tie angel of the Lord told
Joseph in a dream that Mary was with child by the Kly Spirit coming upon her
and not to divorce her. This story is told inMatthew 1:18-20Qas it is written:

"Now the birth of Jesus Chrrst was on this wise: Whas his mother Mary was
espoused to Joseph, before they came togethernwstsefound with child of the
Holy Ghost. Then Joseph her husband, being a jusirmand not willing to
make her a public example, was minded to put heagwget a divorce) privily.
But while he thought on these things, behold, thegel of the Lord appeared
unto him in a dream; saying, Joseph, thou son of Bd, fear not to take unto
thee Mary thy wife; for that which is conceived hrer is of the Holy Ghost.

When we first accept Jesus as our personal Lord an8avior by repenting of our
sins and trusting in His shed blood on the cross fahe remission of our sins, we are
saved and will go to heaven.



Spiritually, when we are saved, we are betrotheddgbally married to but do not
physicaily dwell with) God. However, God desires tenter into that second stage of
marriage with those who believe on Him. This seconstage of the marriage is the
consummation of the marriage.

In Chapter 3, we saw how Zion is a term for God's pople. More specifically it
is a term for God's Bride. Spiritually, Mount Zion is a term for the heavenly
Jerusalem. We can see this truth itdebrews 12:22-23s it is written:

" But you are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable comparynogels, to the general
assembly and church of the firstborn".

Upon the consummation of the second stage in thelfical marriage, God will
physically dwell with all believers. The fulfillmert of this is seen inRevelation 21:1-3
In these verses we can see that the new (heaverlgjusalem is compared to a bride.
When this event happens, God will dwell with His Bide. We can see this in
Revelation 21:1-3&s it is written:

"And | saw a new heaven and a new earth: for thesfihneaven and the first
earth were passed away: and there was no more Aad.| John saw the holy
city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out ofalven prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. And | heard a great voioet of heaven saying,
Behold the tabernacle of God is with men, and hdldwell with them, and they
shall be his people, and God himself shall be witem, and be their God.

At this point, we can understand two things. Firstour personal relationship
with God needs to grow and develop from a consuminigve whenever we are first
saved to a deeper and deeper spiritual knowledge dintimacy of God. Secondly,
there are two stages to the Biblical marriage and laen we become saved we
spiritually enter into that first stage of marriage called betrothal. However, God is
desiring to enter into the second stage of marriagand live and dwell with His
Bride.

Therefore, the goal of a Christian should NOT be daation. When you are
saved, you are only spiritually betrothed to God. Tie goal of a Christian should be
salvation PLUS developing a deeper and deeper logad spiritual intimacy with
God. This is the fulfillment of God's requirement b enter into the second stage of
marriage and become the Bride of Christ.

A HOLY AND SANCTIFIED BRIDE



The term for marriage in Hebrew is "Kiddushin". The Hebrew term for
marriage, "kiddushin", comes from the Hebrew word for Holy which is "Kodesh".
It is the Strong's word (6944). The Hebrew word forsanctified is "Kadash". It is the
Strong's word (6942). Hebrew is the pure language &od (Zephaniah 3:9. The
Hebrew word for marriage, "Kiddushin", the Hebrew w ord for sanctified,
"Kadash", and the Hebrew word for holy, "Kodesh", all contain the same three
Hebrew root letters. These letters are the "K" kaf,the "D" dalet, and the "SH"
shin. Therefore, God is communicating to us throughhe pure language of Hebrew
(Zephaniah 3:9, that marriage is spiritually linked with being sanctified and holy.

God always desired to have a holy people. The Helwewnord for holy,
"Kodesh" which is the Strong's word (6944) means "t be set apart”. Religiously,
Christians think that being holy means that you neer sin. However, Biblically it
means that you have grown to spiritual maturity andyou have an intimate spiritual
relationship with God and you are "set apart” unto Him for His service. It also
means that you have spiritually separated yourselinto God and His ways. In
addition, you are set apart unto God and from thenfluences and ways of the world
and from being dominated and controlled by the simature of your flesh.

The holy people which God is going to marry is Hi8ride. Just as God is holy
(Leviticus 11:44, He desires for those who believe on Him to be lyaas well. In1
Peter 1:15-16t is written:

" But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ywly in all manner of
conversation (behavior/lifestyle); because it isitten, Be ye holy; for | am
holy."

Jesus is returning to the earth at His Second Comgnto marry a sanctified
Bride who is without blemish. This can be seen iBphesians 5:26-27as it is written:

" That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the wash of water by the word,
that he might present it (the Bride) to himself éogous church ("ekklesia" = a
set apart assembly of people), not having spot dnkle, or any such thing: but
that it should be holy and without blemish.

Therefore, just as the Hebrew words for sanctifieq"kadash™), holy
("Kodesh™), and marriage ("Kiddushin") are related to each other in the Hebrew
language, we can see iBphesians 5:26-2That Jesus is going to return for a
"sanctified, holy Bride who is without blemish". This sanctified, holy Bride who is
without blemish will have grown in love and fellowgip with God and will have a
personal intimacy with God. She will be a spiritudly mature Bride.

GROWING IN SPIRITUAL MATURITY



God has always desired for His children to grow ugpiritually. Growing up
spiritually is acquiring a deeper knowledge and undrstanding of God, His Word
and His ways. God has always desired for His chilén to know his ways (like
Moses) and not just His acts (like the children ofsrael) (Psalm 103:7.

As children of God, we are called to grow up spiritally. We grow spiritually by
knowing and understanding God's Word and God's waysIn 1 Peter 2:2it is
written:

" As newborn babes (baby Christians) desire the siaamilk of the word, that
you may grow thereby.

In 2 Peter 3:18 Peter exhorts believers to grow in the grace ankhowledge of
God as it is written:

" But grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Loeshd Savior Jesus Christ

Jesus told a parable invlark 4:30-32that the Kingdom of God was like a seed
that grew up into maturity as it is written:

" And he said, Whereunto shall we liken the kingdorh@od? Or with what
comparison shall we compare it? It is like a graoi mustard seed, which, when
it is sown in the earth, is less than all the seedat be in the earth. But when it
is sown, it groweth up, and becomes greater tharharbs, and shooteth out
great branches; so that the fowls of the air maylge under the shadow of it.

When Christians become saved, they are called by @ao feed on the milk
(elementary) things of God's Word so that they magrow in knowledge and
understanding of God and the Kingdom of Heaven. Hoewer, it is not the Will of
God that Christians remain spiritual babies. The Bble tells us that we are to leave
the elementary things of God and grow to spirituamaturity. This truth can be seen
in Hebrews 6:1as it is written:

"Therefore, leaving the (elementary) principles dietdoctrine of Christ, let us
go on to perfection (5047) ..

The Greek word for perfection is "teliotace." It is the Strong's word (5047).
This word, perfection, translated as "teliotace" canes from the Greek word,
"telios,"” which means "completeness, full grown, adilt, full-age, mature."” The
Greek word, "telios," is the Strong's word (5046).The word, perfection, translated
as "teliotace" means "completeness or full maturity"



The greatest desire of a Christian should be to gmin knowledge and
understanding of God after they are saved so thahey can have a deep, intimate
relationship with God, they can have a deeper knowbge of God's Word and know
God's ways. This is the message déremiah 9:23-24as it is written:

" Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory s wisdom, neither let the
mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich maglory in his riches: But let
him that glorieth glory in this, that he understamth and knoweth me, that |
am the Lord which exercise lovingkindness, judgmgeaid righteousness in the
earth: for in these things | delight, saith the Ldr"

HOW DO WE GROW IN SPIRITUAL MATURITY?

In Isaiah 28:9-10it tells us how we are to grow spiritually. Justike a model
relationship between a man and a woman grows oveinte, we grow in our
knowledge and understanding of God over time as welhile living our Christian
life and walking in a deeper knowledge and understading of God and His ways.
This can be seen inisaiah 28:9-10as it is written:

"Whom shall he teach knowledge? And whom shall heka#o understand
doctrine? them that are weaned from the milk, ancad/in from the breasts. For
precept must be upon precept; line upon line, lingon line; here a little, and
there a little"

Therefore, we are instructed by God to grow in knowedge and understanding
of God, His Word, and His ways, and we are to do gradually over time, "line upon
line, precept upon precept."

In Romans 1:17it tells us that we grow from "faith to faith" as it is written:

" For therein is the righteousness of God revealedrfr faith to faith: as it is
written, The just shall live by faith.

Even as we grow in the Lord "line upon line, precepupon precept" and we
grow from "faith to faith," as we do so, we are chaged from "glory to glory." In 2
Corinthians 3:18it is written:

" But we all, with open face beholding as in a glabe glory of the Lord, are
changed into the same image from glory to gloryeeas by the Spirit of the
Lord."



Therefore, by growing in the knowledge and understading of God's Word and
God's ways "line upon line and precept upon preceftand desiring to know God in
a deeper and more intimate personal relationship fsm "faith to faith,” we are
changed into the image of God from "glory to glory: In doing so, Jesus will return
for this Body of believers and she will be a sandéd, holy, and glorious Bride unto
Him who is without Blemish before His eyes.Ephesians 5:26-2)

HEBREW AND GREEK WORDS WHICH
COMMUNICATE SPIRITUAL MATURITY

So far, we have seen how God desires for His peoptegrow in knowledge and
understanding of Him while developing a deeper andhore intimate personal
relationship with Him. Spiritual maturity is expres sed by the Greek word, "Telios."”
Itis the Strong's word (5046). The Greek word, "Tdos" is translated in the New
Testament as "full age, perfect man, and perfect. The Strong's dictionary defines
"telios" to mean "complete in growth , complete inmental or moral character.” The
Thayer's Greek Lexicon defines "telios" to mean "canpleteness , full grown, adult,
full age, mature.” Therefore, the Greek word, "telios" is a word used in the New
Testament to describe the spiritual maturity of Gods Bride.

In the Thayer's Greek Lexicon, it tells us that thecorresponding Hebrew word
for "Telios" as used in the Septuagint (LXX), "The Hebrew OIld Testament
translated into Greek," is the Hebrew word, "Tamim." The Hebrew word,

"Tamim," is the Strong's word (8549). It is translated in the Old Testament as
"without blemish, perfect, upright, without spot, whole, sincere and complete.” The
Hebrew word, "Tamim," is a word which conveys the giritual concept of "spiritual
maturitiy” in the Old Testament.

Let us examine the Hebrew word, "Tamim" in the Old Testament and the
Greek word, "Telios" in the New Testament to give 8 a better understanding of the
spiritual concept that God desires His Bride to grav in knowledge and
understanding of Him and by doing so become spiritally mature.

SPIRITUAL BABES VERSUS SPIRITUAL
MATURITY



In Hebrews 5:12-14God's Word tells us that we are to grow in the knwledge
of God's Word. By doing so, we are to grow from spitual babies to spiritual
maturity. Spiritual maturity is described using the Greek word, "Telios," which is
translated as "full age." In Hebrews 5:12-14t is written:

" For when for the time you ought to be teachers, yloave need that one teach
you again which be the first principles of the oras of God; and are become
such as have need of milk, and not of strong mdair every one that useth
milk is unskillful in the word of righteousness: fohe is a babe (a spiritual
child) but strong meat belongeth to them that arefoll age (spiritually mature)
even those who by reason of use have their sensesised to discern both
good and evil.

In these verses, there is a distinction made betwebaby Christians who can
only digest milk and mature Christians who can eathe strong meat of God's Word.
The word babe is the Greek word, "naypios."” It is hie Strong's word (3516).
Strong's defines the Greek word, "naypios” to mearfan infant, a simple-minded
person, an immature Christian.” The Thayer's GreekLexicon defines the Greek
word, "naypios" to mean "a little child, childish, untaught, unskillful.”

The corresponding Hebrew word for the Greek word, ‘haypios," is the word
"p'tee.” It is the Strong's word (6612). The Hebrewword, "p'tee" is translated in
the Old Testament as "simple." Therefore, the Biblas making a clear distinction
between those who are simple and childlike in theifaith (the immature or carnal
Christian) and those who are of full age, completand mature in their faith (the
mature Christian and God's Bride).

The Biblical principle of growing up from spiritual children unto spiritual
maturity is further seen in Ephesians 4:11-1%s it is written:

" And he gave some, apostles, and some, prophetssantk evangelists; and
some, pastors and teachers; For the perfectingled saints, for the work of the
ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ:ilf we all come in the unity of
the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of Gauhto a perfect ("Telios" -
spiritually mature) man, unto the measure of theaiire of the fullness of
Christ: That we henceforth be no more children ("iygios" - spiritual babies
and immature Christians) tossed to and fro, and dad about with every wind
of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning ¢tiaess, whereby they lie in
wait to deceive; but speaking the truth in love, yngrow up into him in all
things, which is the head, even Christ.

God tells us the characteristics of a carnal and $itual baby Christian in
1 Corinthians 3:1-4 A carnal Christian is somebody who is still contolled by and
practices the ways of the flesh. We can see thisth in 1 Corinthians 3:1-4as it is
written:



" And | brethren could not speak unto you as unto spial (on a spiritual

mature level) but as unto carnal even as babes (Ydes") in Christ. | have fed
with milk (characteristic of a baby Christian - Hebws 5:12-14) and not with
meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, tredr yet now are ye able. For ye
are yet carnal: for whereas there is among you eimgy and strife, and

divisions, are ye not carnal, and walk as men? Rohile one saith, | am of

Paul; and another, | am of Apollos; are ye not caat?"

Therefore, we can see from these verses iBghesians 4:11-1f that God desires
for Christians to grow in the knowledge of God andbecome spiritually mature
"Telios" and be no more spiritual children ("naypio s"). Carnal Christians practice
envying and strife and divisions and claim to follav one Christian leader while
putting down others
(I Corinthians 3:1-4). God desires to have a spiritually mature Bride ad her reward
is being the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven. Thepiritually immature Christian
will be in heaven but will be least in the Kingdonof Heaven. Matthew 5:19.

A BRIDE WITHOUT SPOT AND BLEMISH

In Ephesians 5:27the Bride of Christ is described as being "holy ad without
blemish." The Hebrew word for "without blemish" is the word "Tamim." Let us
examine the Hebrew word, "Tamim" to establish thatthis word communicates to us
the Biblical principle of "spiritual maturity" as w ell.

In Exodus 12:5 God declared that the Passover Lamb that was kdd was to be
"without blemish" as it is written:

"Your male shall be without blemish ("Tamim") a malef the first year .

Therefore, we can see that the Bride of Christ wilbe "without blemish" and
the Passover Lamb was to be "without blemish." Oncagain, the Hebrew word in
Exodus 12:5which describes the Passover Lamb that is translatl as "without
blemish" is the word, "Tamim." It is the Strong's w ord (8549).

GOD WANTED ABRAHAM TO WALK
WITHOUT BLEMISH



In order to further develop this Biblical principle of being spiritually mature
("without blemish™) which is communicated by the Hebrew word, "Tamim," let's
examine a few other scripture references which uselse Hebrew word, "Tamim."
In Genesis 17:1God asked Abraham to walk (serve God as a lifedg) "Tamim"
before Him as it is written:

" And when Abram was ninety years old and nine , tterd appeared to Abram,
and said unto him, I am Almighty God; walk beforeenand be thou perfect.

In most people's minds reading this in English, thevord "perfect,” means "to
never sin." However the word translated in the KingJames Bible as "perfect" is the
Hebrew word, "Tamim." As we saw earlier, the Hebrewword "Tamim" was
translated as "without blemish" in Exodus 12:5 In Genesis 17:lit is translated as
"perfect." Therefore, we could interpret the versein Genesis 17:10 read as follows:

"... I am Almighty God; walk before me, and be thaithout blemish

From this, we can see that God was offering Abrahartand His descendants)
the opportunity to be "His Bride."

THE BRIDE OF CHRIST WILL BE A NATION OF
KINGS AND PRIESTS

In Genesis 17God made an everlasting covenant with Abraham. Ihis
everlasting covenant, God promised Abraham that "n&ions" and "kings" shall
come from Him. In Genesis 17:6-Tt is written:

" And | will make thee exceedingly fruitful, and | Wimake nations of thee, and
kings shall come out of thee, And | will establishy covenant between me and
thee and thy seed after thee in their generations &n everlasting covenant, to
be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee.

Christians are heirs of this covenant that God madevith Abraham through
Jesus Christ. This can be seen iBalations 3:16, 2%s it is written:

" Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises m@&@knesis 17:7), He
saith not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of ofied to thy seed, which is
Christ ... And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abraim's seed, and heirs according
to the promisé.



Just as God promised Abraham that nations would comfrom Him, the Bride
of Christ is described as being, "a royal nation."In 1 Peter 2:9it is written:

" But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthpadoly nation, a peculiar
people; that you should show forth the praises afnhwho has called you out of
darkness into marvelous light.

Since this covenant that God made with Abraham wamade with Jesus at the
same time and we are heirs of this covenanGglations 3:16, 29 God is asking
Christians to walk (live our Christian lives) "with out blemish" also. If Christians
will do this, God will make us His Bride as well. V& can be sure of this truth
because the covenant that God made with Abraham was "everlasting covenant.”
Because Jesus is not yet married to His Bride antiis was a part of the everlasting
covenant that God made with Abraham, this covenans still in existence today!

We will examine the further Biblical significance d the covenant that God
made with Abraham including how the destiny of Gods Bride is related to God's
covenant with Abraham later in this book. For now,we need to understand that
God asked Abraham to walk "without blemish" before God and this is a
characteristic of God's Bride Ephesians 5:27.

JOSHUA DESIRED TO BE WITHOUT BLEMISH

Let us examine two other scriptures which uses thdebrew word, "Tamim,"
which means "to be without blemish" and is a charateristic of God's Bride
(Ephesians 5:2). The next example is found ildoshua 24:14 In Joshua 24, Joshua
gathered the children of Israel together after he gve them his farewell address at
Shechem. At this point, Joshua had spent many yealsading the people in
conquering the land of Canaan which God promised Afaham. (Genesis 15:18-21
This address is given by Joshua before he diedashua 24:29. In Joshua 24:14it is
written:

"Now therefore fear the Lord, and serve him in simitg¢ and in truth ...".

The word translated as "sincerity" in the King James Bible is the Hebrew
word, "Tamim," which means "without blemish." Once again, God is
commissioning His people through Joshua to serve @on sincerity ("Tamim =
without blemish") and truth.

From these things, we are beginning to understandat God has desired from
the beginning of time to not only live and dwell wh His Bride for all eternity (as we



saw this truth in Chapter 2) but God has always desed that His Bride walk in
"spiritual maturity" before Him and be "Tamim = wit hout blemish."

In Joshua 24:14it not only specifies that we are to serve God isincerity
("Tamim = without blemish") but also in truth.

THE BRIDE WILL SERVE THE LORD IN TRUTH

The Hebrew word translated as "truth" is the Hebrew word, "emmet.” The
word, "emmet" is spelled with the Hebrew letters, "Aleph, Mem, and Tav. These
are the first, middle and last letters of the Hebre alphabet. In this, God is
highlighting the Hebrew language and the Hebrew alpabet as a tool to understand
the deeper things of God's Word.

Jesus referred to Himself as the "Alpha and Omega(Revelation 22:1R Alpha
and Omega are the first and last letters of the Gk alphabet. In Hebrew, the first
and last letters of the Hebrew alphabet are "Aleprand Tav." This can be seen in
(Isaiah 41:4, 44:6, 48:1p

Once again, God specifies through Joshua that weeato serve Him in
"sincerity and truth.” What is Biblical truth? The Bible defines what truth is in
Psalm 119:142s it is written:

" Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness thy law (TORAH) is
the truth.”

Jesus quotedPsalm 119:142n John 17:17as it is written:
" Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word (Torahkitruth."
Earlier in this book, we saw that the Hebrew word ér "sanctify” is "Kadash."
Itis the Strong's word (6942). The word, "sanctify which is the Hebrew word,

"Kadash" means "to make clean, to be holy."

In John 15:3 Jesus tells us that we are made clean (sanctifjdaly the word
(Torah) as it is written:

"Now you are clean through the word (Torah) whicthhve spoken unto you.

Jesus is going to marry a Bride who is not only sptually mature and "without
blemish" but also a "sanctified" Bride who is clearsed by the truth (Torah) of God.



In Ephesians 5:26-2Tt is written: without the deeds of the law is extemely clear as
it is written:

" Therefore by the deeds of the law there shall nesfi be justified (saved) in his
sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin ..h@refore we conclude that a
man is justified by faith without the deeds of theaw."

Because of this Biblical truth that we are saved (¥ go to heaven) by the grace
of God through faith without the deeds of the lawChristianity has completely
ignored and discarded the role of the Torah of Godh our Christian lives. However,
the Apostle Paul makes it explicitly clear in a fewerses down from what was, just
guoted (Romans 3:20, 2Bthat AFTER we are saved, we do not throw away (me
void) the law through faith. In Romans 3:31it is written:

" Do we then make void the law through faith? God liad: yea, we establish
(keep) the law.

WHY DO CHRISTIANS NEED TO KEEP THE LAW?

Why do Christians need to keep the law (TORAH) of @d AFTER we are
saved? There are several reasons:

1. In Psalm 119:1, the undefiled, ("Tamim" = Spiritually mature) walk in the
Torah of God. Being undefiled is a priestly term tlat is associated with being
"sanctified and clean" before God. The Bride of Chist is a priest before God
(I Peter 2:5,9.

2. Since the law (TORAH) is truth (Psalm 119:142, Malachi 2:1, 6)7Jesus
Prayed that we would be "sanctified through truth" (John 17:17).

3. The Bride of Christ is "sanctified and cleansed" bythe washing of water by
the word (TORAH) and is spiritually mature and "wit hout blemish”
(Ephesians 5:26-27)

WHAT IS THE MEANING OF TORAH?



Many Christians have the understanding that the "Wad of God" is the entire
Bible from Genesis to Revelation (which it is) buthey only view the Torah as being
the first five books of the Bible.

However, the Hebrew word, "Torah" which is the Strong's word (8451 )
translated as "law" does not mean "do's and don't's" This is how the law (Torah) is
most commonly understood in Christianity. Instead he Torah means in Hebrew
"INSTRUCTION." The Hebrew word, "Torah,” which ist he Strong's word (8451)
comes from the Hebrew root word, "Yarah" which mears, "to teach, to point out as
aiming the finger."

Therefore, the law (Torah) was NEVER INTENDED for salvation but rather
for "INSTRUCTION" AFTER we are saved so that we might live our Christian
lives in a way pleasing to God. Therefore, the Torashould Biblically be seen as
God's INSTRUCTION TOOL to His children concerning how they should live their
lives AFTER they are saved so that they may grow &m spiritual babies to spiritual
maturity. Because of this truth, David wrote in Psém 119:1that those who are
"undefiled" (spiritually mature = without blemish) walk in the law (Torah) of God.

THE WORD OF GOD IS THE TORAH

To the Jewish people, the "Torah" and the "Word of God" are interchangeable
terms. David wrote Psalm 119. In this entire PsalnDavid gives praise to God for
His Torah. In Psalm 119, David will use the word "Torah" in one verse and the next
verse, he will use the "Word." From this,we can sebow the term, "Torah," and the
term, "Word" are used interchangeably. The Biblical truth that the word, "Torah,"
is used interchangeably with the "Word" along with the Biblical truth that God
gave the Torah to His people to cleanse their livesSFTER they are saved can be
seen inPsalm 119:9-11, 17-18 is written:

"Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? Biihg heed thereto
according to thy word. With my whole heart havedught thee: O let me not
wander from thy commandments (Torah), Thy word havad in mine heart,
that | might not sin against thee ... Deal bountify with thy servant, that | may
live and keep thy word. Open thou mine eyes thatdy behold wondrous things
out of thy law”

In summary, we can see how the Torah was given byo@ to not only "make
clean or sanctify" God's people, Psalm 119:9-11,17-19, John 15:3, John 1J:Gut
God's Torah is "truth" ( Psalm 119:142, Malachi 2:1, 697and by walking in God's
Torah, His people become "undefiled" Psalm 119:) which is the Hebrew word,
"Tamim = without blemish"). Through this, we can understand what is being



spoken inEphesians 5:26-2When it tells us that the Bride of Christ will be
"sanctified and without blemish."

The role of the Torah in the calling, commissioningnd eternal destiny of God's
Bride will be reviewed in greater detail later in this book.

GOD'S BRIDE IS UNDEFILED (Without Blemish)

Even as it tells us inPsalm 119:] that those who are undefiled, ( "Tamim =
spiritually mature™) walk in the Torah of the Lord, spiritually, the Song of Solomon
is a poetic poem between God and His Bride. I8ong of Solomon 5:2and 6:9, it tells
us that the Bride is "undefiled.” This is the sameBiblical truth which was
communicated inPsalm 119:1 In Song of Solomon 5:2nd 6:9 it is written:

"... Open to me my sister, my love, my dove, my filede... My dove, my
undefiled is but one .

In these verses, the Hebrew word for "undefiled" is'Tam." It is the Strong's
word (8535). Both the Hebrew words, "Tam" (8535) ad the Hebrew word,
"Tamim" (8549) come from the Hebrew root word, "Tamam" (8552) which means
"to be complete, whole." Therefore, we can see onegain, that the Bride is
"spiritually mature” before God which Biblically me ans "to be without blemish."

THE ROLE OF TORAH IN SPIRITUAL MATURITY

Earlier in this chapter, we saw inHebrews 5:12-14nd Ephesians 4:11-15that
Christians are meant by God to grow from being "bales" to "full age" or spiritual
maturity. We saw that the Greek word, "Telios" which is the Strong's word (5046)
is translated as "full age" in Hebrews 5:14and "perfect man" in Ephesians 4:13We
have also discussed that the corresponding word fohe Greek word, "Telios" is the
Hebrew word, "Tamim". Both these words mean, "to becomplete or to be
spiritually mature."

It was also mentioned earlier that inHebrews 5:13the Greek word for "babe"
is "naypios." It is the Strong's word (3516). InEphesians 4:14the Greek word,
"naypios” is translated as "children.” In 1 Corinthians 3:1, the "babe" in Christ is
called a "carnal Christian" which means "spirituall y immature, childish, untaught,



unskillful or simple-minded." Furthermore, we saw that the corresponding word for
the Greek word, "naypios" which means "babe/child" is the Hebrew word, "p'tee.”

The Hebrew word, "p'tee” is the Strong's word (6613. The Hebrew word, "p'tee" is
most commonly translated as "simple” in the Old Tesament.

In Psalm 19:7 God tells us through the inspiration of His HolySpirit (2 Timothy
3:16), that the Torah is perfect ("Tamim = spiritually complete/mature™) and it
makes wise (spiritually mature) the simple ("p'tee- a baby/child unskilled, untaught
Christian) as it is written:

"The law (Torah) of the Lord is perfect ("Tamim") caverting the soul: the
testimony of the Lord is sure making wise (spiritiyamature) the simple

(p'tee)!’

To most Christians, this is a shocking truth. God alls His Torah ("Tamim" -
spiritually complete/mature™)!!! Some Christian commentators mistakenly interpret
Psalm 19:7to mean that the Torah, "converts the soul" meanig bringing people to
the knowledge of salvation. While the Torah does @iee what is sin { John 3:4 "Sin
is the transgression of the law") and does give wsknowledge of sin Romans 3:20
which, therefore, should allow us to understand thiawe need Jesus as our Savior,
the context of the text regarding the role of the drah in Psalm 19:7is not ("bring
salvation to a sinner - converting the soul") but ‘tonverting the soul" of the simple
(spiritually immature Christian who has accepted Jsus as his personal Lord and
Savior) to become wise (a spiritually mature bride)

The truth that the Torah is perfect ("Tamim") to br ing a "simple/babe/child
Christian" to become a "full age/without blemish bride" is consistent with the
understanding that the word, "Torah," means "INSTRU CTION" and comes from
the Hebrew word, "Yarah," which means, "to teach, o point out as aiming the
finger."

GOD IS OUR FATHER AND WE ARE HIS SONS

God is addressed in the Bible as "Father" fatthew 6:9, Galations 4: When
we receive Jesus as our personal Lord and Savior dibecome, saved, thereby, going
to heaven, we are called "children" in the Kingdomof Heaven. The TOOL that God
the Father uses to bring His spiritual children toa deeper and deeper knowledge
and understanding of Him is His Word/Torah. God theFather teaches His children
"line upon line, precept upon precept" so that we an grow from spiritual children
to spiritual maturity. By doing so, we are spiritudly qualified to become the Bride of
Christ. To become the Bride of Christ is the highdscalling that Christians have as
believers in Jesus as Messiah.



PEOPLE IN THE BIBLE
WHO WERE SPIRITUALLY MATURE

The Biblical principal of walking "Tamim" (spiritua lly mature) before God is a
significant theme in the Bible. God describes varigs individuals who were
spiritually mature. These include the following:

Noah was perfect ("Tamim") in all his generations (Genesis 6:9

God asked Abraham to walk perfect (""Tamim") before Him (Genesis 17:1
David was upright (8549) before GodI{ Samuel 22:1, 23

God required that the priests who came before Himd be without blemish
(Leviticus 21:17-23
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We know that Noah, Abraham, and David committed sis against God. Noah
was found drunk from wine (Genesis 9:20-2)1 Abraham struggled with God's
promise to him and birthed Ishmael Genesis 16:1-1)1 and David committed
adultery with Bathsheba (I Samuel 11:2-5. While Noah, Abraham, and David
committed some very memorable sins, Noah, Abrahamand David were all used by
God in a mighty, mighty, way and God still consideed them ("Tamim") or
spiritually mature. Therefore, being spiritually mature and being "without
blemish” does not mean that you never sin, it simglmeans that you are spiritually
mature and you love God with all your heart, mind,soul, and strength and seek to
follow and grow in the ways of God as the lifestylef your heart. If we, like these
great men of God, sin and fall, God has promised #t He will forgive and restore us
so that we can continue to go forward and grow inhte knowledge of Him.

THE LEVITICAL OFFERINGS WERE TO BE
WITHOUT BLEMISH

God required the offerings that the priests made ere Him were to be
"without blemish." These offerings included the folowing:
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The red heifer was to be brought without spot (8549and blemish Numbers
19:2)

The burnt offering was to be without blemish [Leviticus 1:3,1:10, 9:3,
Numbers 28:1) The burnt offering is a spiritual picture of the believer
completely yielding our lives over to God by beingjving sacrifices to Him
(Romans 12:1-2

The freewill offering was to be a burnt offering without blemish

(Leviticus 22:18-20

The wave offering for firstfruits was to be a burntoffering without blemish
(Leviticus 23:12

The peace offering was to be without blemisH_gviticus 3:69

The sin offering was to be without blemishl(eviticus 4:3, 23, 28, 32, 9)2
The trespass offering was to be without blemisH_gviticus 5:15,18, 6:p
The bread (meat) offering was to be without blemisifLeviticus 14:10,
Numbers 28:3]

WHAT ARE THE CHARACTERISTICS OF
SPIRITUAL MATURITY

God has always desired for his people to walk witha spot and blemish before
Him. How does the believer walk in spiritual maturty before God and what are the
characteristics of spiritual maturity? Some of thege characteristics are listed below:

1.

2.

It is an attitude of the heart to love God with allour heart, mind, soul, and
strength (Psalm 119:1-3,10 = Mark 12:28-30 =Deuteronomy 6:}-9

We become cleansed by adhering (doing) God's Worddrah) and keeping
His commandments John 15:3, John 14:15 = Psalm 119:9-11, John 17:27
Psalm 119:14

God teaches us His ways and we yield our hearts folow after the ways of
God (Psalm 119:11-1p

By allowing and yielding to the work of the Holy Syrit in our lives, the Holy
Spirit teaches, trains, and instructs us in the way of God so that we can grow
into spiritual maturity

Overcoming the flesh and yielding to the Spirit ofGod is a lifestyle and an
attitude of the heart. In doing this, the Holy Spiiit gives us the power to
overcome the stronghold of the sin nature in our lies. Some things we
overcome quickly, other things take more time. Thisgs a lifestyle and process
of dying to our sin nature by yielding to the HolySpirit to direct our lives.

Our heart's attitude is to do the Will of God in e\ery area of our lives just

like Abraham (Hebrews 11:8-10,13-16



7. The desires of our heart are not focused on the wayf the world Psalm
119:19

GOD'S PROMISES TO THE SPIRITUALLY
MATURE

God makes many promises to those who will seek teé spiritually mature lives
before God. Among them are the following:

1. We are to serve the Lord in sincerity (8549) and uth (Joshua 24:13

2. He that walks in a perfect (8549) way, he shall see Me (Psalm 101:§

3. The days and the inheritance of the upright (8549%hall be forever Psalm
37:18

4. The upright (8549) is the Lord's delight Proverbs 11:20, Psalm 18:2, pand
he keeps himself from iniquity

5. Itis wisdom to walk in a perfect (8549) wayRsalm 101:2

6. God will not withhold any good thing from those tha walk
uprightly (8549) (Psalm 84:1)

7. God wants our hearts to be sound (8549) in His states Psalm 119:8)

8. The faithful in the land that walk in the perfect (8549) way shall dwell with
God (Psalm 101:6, Revelation 21:1)3

9. The upright shall dwell in the land and the perfect(8549) shall remain in it
(Proverbs 2:2)

10. The upright (8549) shall have good things in possaen (Proverbs 28:1D

11.The righteousness of the perfect (8549) shall direbis way: but the wicked
shall fall by his own wickednessHroverbs 11:%

12.Whosoever walks uprightly (8549) shall be saved buhe perverse shall fall
(Proverbs 28:18

13.God will show Himself upright (8549) to the upright(8552) Psalm 18:2%

14.He that walks upright (8549) shall ascend to the hiof the Lord (Mount
Zion) (Psalm 15:1-2

15.We are to be diligent that we are found without spband blameless before
God (2 Peter 3:13-1%

16.God's people are to follow after righteousness, gbdess, faith, love, patience,
meekness and keep these commandments without spatdaunrebukable until
the appearing of Jesusl(Timothy 6:11,19

17.God's Bride is without spot Song of Solomon 4:7, Revelation 21:9-10,)27



CONCLUSION

Just as a bride is hidden and is veiled until theime of the wedding, in like
manner, this Biblical truth of walking in spiritual maturity before God has been
hidden from the teachings of the Christian churchThe Christian church teaches
the goal of a Christian is "being saved" and gettig to heaven by asking Jesus into
your heart and life and allowing Him to be your pesonal Lord and Savior.

However, the Bible teaches the principle that Godsidesiring not only a saved people
but also a people who are "saved and spiritually mare." Those who are saved and
spiritually mature (“without blemish") will be the Bride of Christ because Jesus is
coming for a Bride who will be spiritually mature and "without blemish" ( Galations
5:27). This is the high calling of God for every beliegr in Jesus as Messiah.



