CHAPTER 3

A BRIDE FOR ISAAC

As we saw in the previous chapter, God has alwaygsired from the creation of
man in the Garden of Eden to live, dwell, and havéllowship with man. God's
heart to do this is communicated to us in the Biblevhen God tells us that He desires
to be spiritually married to a body of people who wuld love Him with all their
heart, mind, soul and strength and who would alsoda holy people unto Him. This
spiritual body of people is God's Bride.

God began to reveal this truth to the patriarchs ofisrael. Through their lives,
God began to communicate spiritual pictures of Hisedemptive plan through the
Messiah as well as His desire to be married to a ty of people in the earth who
would be redeemed, sanctified, and a holy people t;mHim. Genesis 24s a story of
how Isaac met and married his bride, Rebekah. Thistory is a spiritual picture of
Jesus, the Bridegroom, marrying His future Bride.

ABRAHAM DESIRES A BRIDE FOR ISAAC

In the story, Abraham makes his eldest servant, Eizer, promise that he would
go to the homeland of Abraham and find a wife for s son, Isaac. Abraham desired
that this bride for Isaac would be from among his kndred and not from the
daughters of the Canaanites where he was living #te time. (Genesis 24:2-% Let us
examine the characters in the story and who they sjtually represent. Then, we
will also examine the characteristics of the bridevho was chosen for Isaac.

Abraham is a spiritual picture of God the Father
Eliezer is a spiritual picture of the Holy Spirit
Rebekah is a spiritual picture of the Bride of Chrst
Isaac is a spiritual picture of Jesus the Bridegrom
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In this spiritual picture, we can see that God thd-ather desires to find a Bride
for Jesus the Messiah. In order to do this, God sérlis Holy Spirit to prepare a
people to meet and marry Jesus, the Bridegroom.



THE SPIRITUAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE BRIDE

Now let us examine the spiritual characteristics oGod's Bride by examining
the Biblical marriage between Isaac and Rebekah.

They lodged at a house which was prepared for the(@Genesis 24:23, 25, 31
The wife is taken from among his own people3enesis 24:%

The bride for Isaac was Rebekah, the daughter of Bleuel, the son of Milcah,
the wife of Nahor Genesis 22:20-23, 24:15

Genesis 24:16 = "Damsel" = (5291) = Hebrew word (N&rah).

The woman must be willing to follow Genesis 24:8

Genesis 24:12,14 kindness (2617)

Genesis 24:2E journey = (1870) = halak = "way"

The servant took 10 camelsGenesis 24:1p

The camels knelt by a "well of water" at the time hat "women go to draw
water" (Genesis 24:11

10.Rebekah was carrying a "pitcher” of water (Genesis 24:14-18, 20, 43, 45,)46
11. Abraham made a great feast when Isaac was weane@dnesis 21:8

12.The bride for Isaac is associated with God's promesto Abraham (Genesis
24:7)
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| GO TO PREPARE A PLACE FOR YOU

Before Jesus was crucified and resurrected, He toldis disciples that He would
go and prepare a place for those who would beliewa Him. In John 14:1-3 it is
written:

" Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in Gdilieve also in me. In my
Father's house are many mansions: if it were not, $avould have told you. | go
to prepare a place for you. And if | go and prepaaeplace for you, | will come
again, and receive you unto myself; that where | athere you may be alsb.

From these verses, Jesus mentions two very importathings regarding the
Biblical marriage between Himself and His Bride.

1. In John 14:2 Jesus said, "In my Father's house are many mansis ..."
2. In John 14:3 Jesus said, "l go to prepare a place ... "



THE BIBLICAL WEDDING CANOPY

The Biblical marriage takes place under a weddinganopy known in Hebrew as
a"chuppah." The room in the house where the marriage is consumated following
the wedding vows is called &cheder.” The word "chuppah" is the word (2346) in
the Strong's Concordance. The word "cheder" is theStrong's word (2315). We can
see this truth inJoel 2:16as it is written:

" Gather the people, sanctify the congregation, asbnthe elders, gather the
children, and those that suck the breasts: let thddegroom (Jesus) go forth of
his chamber (2315 = "cheder") and the bride out bér closet (2646 =
"chuppah").”

In Psalm 19:5it is written:

Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chaml{&646 = chuppah) ...

Therefore, from these two passages Rsalm 19:5and Joel 2:16 we can see that
in the Biblical marriage given by God that the bridegroom is married under the
wedding canopy called in Hebrew a&huppah Also, the marriage is consummated in
the room in the house called theheder

In the book "Made in Heaven" by Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan on page 142, he writes:

" The canopy or chuppah is a symbolic house. It ig ingle domain under
which the groom welcomes the bride.

In a traditional Jewish wedding today, a chuppah igepresented by a cloth
which is held up by four poles. Often a prayer shai\tallis) is used. In the days of
Jesus, the chuppah was not a prayer shaw! but a pkigal room. The chuppah was
prepared by the father of the bridegroom. Spiritualy, the chuppah is a symbolic
house which represents heaven. Once againdohn 14:2 Jesus said: "In my
Father's house (heaven) are many mansions (rooms)".

THE LODGING ROOM FOR ABRAHAM'S
SERVANT



Concerning the marriage between Isaac and Rebekah Genesis 24when the
servant of Abraham found the family of Abraham's kindred, he asked the question
to Rebekah inGenesis 24:2&s it is written: " ... is there room (4725) in tly father's
house for us to lodge (3885) in?"

The word lodge is the Hebrew word "loon." It is the Strong's word (3885). The
Hebrew word, "loon;" means "to stay permanently, to abide all night": Therefore,
we can see that the servant was asking to stay imetroom of the father's house all
night.

Prophetically, this is a spiritual picture that Jesus is desiring to marry His Bride
in His Father's house (heaven) and when the marriagis consummated, the Bride
will abide with Jesus permanently in His presenceof all eternity.

The word room is the Strong's word (4725). It is tb Hebrew word, "Makom".
The Hebrew word, "Makom" is a term for heaven and God's throne. We will
examine two scriptures which will allow us to undestand that the word "Makom"
is a term for heaven and God's throne.

1. Makom = The throne of God (Jeremiah 17:12
2. Makom = The gate of HeavenGenesis 28:1y= "Heavenly Jerusalem"

MAKOM IS A TERM FOR THE THRONE OF GOD

In Jeremiah 17:12"Makom" is a term for the throne of God as it is written:

" A glorious high throne from the beginning is the @te (4725 = Makom) of our
sanctuary"

Here we can see that the Hebrew word, "Makom" is derm for the throne of
God.

In Genesis 28Jacob has a dream. In the dream, Jacob sees adid going from
earth to the top of heaven and the angels of God@nding and descending the
ladder (Genesis 28:1p The location where Jacob had the dream is calldtie place
three times inGenesis 28:11Because the word place is mentioned three timasthe
same verse, God is highlighting something significa about the word and what is
happening during this event. All three times inGenesis 28:11the word place is the
Hebrew word "Makom." It is the Strong's word (4725).



In Genesis 28:11t is written:

" And he (Jacob) lighted upon a certain place (472&hd tarried there all night,
because the sun was set: and he took of the starfiélsat place (4725), and put
them for his pillows, and lay down in that placeq25) to sleep (7901).

THE SPIRITUAL MEANING OF "SLEEPING IN THAT PLACE"

In Genesis 28:11the word sleep is the Hebrew word "Shakav." It isthe
Strong's word (7901). The word "Shakav" as definedn the Strong's Concordance
means, "to lie down, for rest, sexual connection”.

In Genesis 28:16Jacob awoke from his sleep as it is written:

" And Jacob awakened out of his sleep (8242) and &id sSurely the Lord is in
this place (4725 = Makom); and | knew it ntt.

The word for sleep inGenesis 28:16s not the same Hebrew word for sleep as in
Genesis 28:11The word for sleep in Genesis 28:16 is the Hebreword, "Shaynah,"
which means "to sleep."”

Because inGenesis 28:1@he Hebrew word for sleep which is "Shaynah"
means, "to sleep” but the word for sleep inGenesis 28:11s another Hebrew word,
'Shakav," which means, "to lie down, sexual conneidn”, it seems that God is
spiritually communicating through Jacob's dream andthe sleep which he was
experiencing that this is a prophetic picture of smething in the future. Because the
Hebrew word sleep inGenesis 28:11means, "a sexual connection” it is a prophetic
picture of a marriage happening at a place calledie "place" which is the Hebrew
word, "Makom".

What was the significance of the prophetic spiritubpicture of the place (4725)
where Jacob had his dream? The answer is found i@enesis 28:14s it is written:

" And he (Jacob) was afraid, and said, How dreadf@B{2 = "yaray" = to be in

reverence) is this place (4725 = "Makom"), this i®ne other but the house of
God, and this is the gate of heavén.

THE MAKOM IS THE HOUSE OF GOD



In Isaiah 26:2 the gates of heaven are opened to let the righteoenter as it is
written:

" Open ye the gates (of heaven), that the righteoaion which keepeth the
truth may enter in'

In Psalm 118:19-20t is written:

" Open to me the gates of righteousness: | will gtoithem, and | will praise
the Lord. This gate of the Lord into which the rigeous shall entef.

Therefore, we can see that the place which is theeHrew word, "Makom", is
called by Jacob inGenesis 28:1,/the gate of heaven. Insaiah 26:2 the gates of
heaven are opened to let the righteous enter. This a spiritual picture of the
rapture of the Bride into heaven to participate inthe wedding between Jesus, the
Bridegroom, and his Bride. Spiritually, this also & a spiritual picture that the Bride
of Christ keeps the truth of God which is God's Wod.

What did Jacob call this place? InGenesis 28:1% is written:

" And he (Jacob) called the name of the place Betfvehich means in Hebrew,
"House of God") ..."

The place ("Makom") that Jacob was spiritually seeng was the House of God
or heaven. This is where the Biblical marriage wilbe consummated. InGenesis
24:23 the servant of Isaac asked for a room ("Makom"),a term for heaven, in the
Father's house to lodge in. This is a prophetic piare of the marriage between
Jesus, the Bridegroom, and His Bride which will tak place in a special room in
heaven called in Hebrew the "cheder."

In concluding this section, we can see the followgn

1. The Biblical marriage will take place under a weddng canopy known as a
"chuppah.” ( Psalm 19:5, Joel 2:16

2. A"chuppah" is a symbolic house and is a spirituapicture of heaven. Joel
2:16)

3. The Biblical marriage is consummated in a room cadld a "cheder." (Joel
2:16)

4. Jesus said that there were many rooms (mansions) ireaven. One of these
rooms is the room where the spiritual marriage willbe consummated
between Jesus and His Bride.



5. The place which Jesus said was going to be preparémt His Bride is the
wedding room in Heaven where the marriage betweere3us, the
Bridegroom, and His Bride will take place. John 14:3

6. The "place" that Jesus was talking about which wagoing to be prepared is
the corresponding Hebrew word, "Makom." In Genesis 28:1,7Jacob called
the "Makom;" the house of God, a term for heaven.

7. The servant for Isaac inGenesis 24:2, asked to lodge in a room ("Makom")
in thy father's house, which is a prophetic spirit@l picture of Jesus marrying
His Bride in the heavenly "chuppah” in the marriage room called the
"cheder" in Heaven.

A BRIDE FROM AMONG ABRAHAM'S KINDRED

In Genesis 24:2-4Abraham makes his servant, Eliezer, promise thate will not
make Isaac take a wife from among the Canaanites buather from among
Abraham's kindred in Mesopotamia as it is written:

" And Abraham said unto his eldest servant of his Iseuthat ruled over all that
he had, Put | pray thee, thy hand under my thighnd | will make thee swear
by the Lord, the God of heaven, and the God of gath, that thou shalt not
take a wife unto my son of the daughters of the @anites, among whom |
dwell: But thou shalt go unto my country, and to nkyndred, and take a wife
unto my son Isaac.

Notice that Abraham instructed his servant to takea wife for Isaac from among
Abraham's kindred (family). (Genesis 24:1 What is the prophetic spiritual
meaning of this?

Spiritually, all those who have accepted Jesus dselir personal Lord and Savior
are the spiritual seed of Abraham. InGalations 3:16, 29it is written:

"Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises méfdesaith not, And to
seeds as of many; but as of one, And to thy seduchwis Christ ... And if ye be
Christ's, then are you Abraham's seed, and heircaaling to the promisé.

Furthermore, Abraham is the father of our faith (Romans 4:18. Spiritually, the
heirs of Abraham represent all those who have accegd Jesus as their Lord and
Savior and will be in heaven. The bride which wasliained for Abraham's son,
Isaac, (a type of Jesus), was taken from among Aldnam's kindred (family). The



spiritual heirs of Abraham are all those in the fanily of God who have accepted
Jesus as their personal Lord and Savior.

Spiritually, we can see that this is a prophetic giture that God is going to take a
bride for His son, Jesus, from among the family oGod. From this spiritual picture,
we can see that God is telling us that not all Chstians will be the Bride of Christ,
but the Bride will consist of individuals from amorg the family of God. We will be
developing this truth in the rest of the book as wexamine the spiritual
characteristics of God's Bride based upon God's HglWord.

THE LEAST AND GREATEST IN GOD'S KINGDOM

Jesus made it clear that not everyone in heaven Wile equal. InMatthew
5:17:19 it is written:

" Think not that | am come to destroy (do away) witie law (Torah), or the
prophets, | am not come to destroy, but to fulfiior verily | say unto you, till
heaven and earth pass, not one jot (yod = the sesdlletter in the Hebrew
alpha- bet) or one tittle (Taggim = the decoratienowns on certain Hebrew
letters) shall in no wise pass from the law (Torai) all be fulfilled. Who so
ever therefore shall break one of these least comdraents, and shall teach
men so, he shall be called the least in the kingdofrheaven: but whosoever
shall do and teach them, the same shall be calleekd)in the kingdom of
heaven'

THE TORAH IS THE TRUTH

Earlier, we saw inlsaiah 26:2 that the righteous nation which keeps the truth
will enter into the gates of Heaven to be marriedd Jesus the Bridegroom. What
does the Bible call the "truth"? The answer is four in Psalm 119:142s it is
written:

" The righteousness is an everlasting righteousnesd ¢y law (Torah) is the
truth.”

The Torah is also called truth inMalachi 2:1, 6as it is written:



" And now, O ye priests, this commandment is for youhe law of truth was in
his mouth .."

Therefore, Jesus told us irMatthew 5:19that those who are least in the
kingdom of God are those who break the commandments the Torah and teach
others to do so and those who are the greatest inet kingdom of heaven are those
who keep the commandments of the Torah and teach méo do so.

From these things, we can see how God will spiritlig take a Bride for Jesus
the Bridegroom from among those Christians who aref His family and will be in
heaven.

GOD'S BRIDE DOES NOT
COMMIT SPIRITUAL IDOLATRY

Why did Abraham instruct his servant, Eliezer, thatlsaac was not to take a
wife from among the Canaanites? The Canaanites repsent spiritual idolatry.
However, Abraham did not commit spiritual idolatry because he kept the Torah of
God. In Genesis 26:5t is written:

" Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept hayge, my
commandments, my statutes, and my laws (Torah).

SPIRITUAL IDOLATRY IS MARRYING
A FOREIGN CULTURE

When God gave the Torah to the children of Jacob d¥ount Sinai (Exodus
19:3), he instructed them to totally destroy the Canaaite culture, to not serve their
gods, and to not make any marriages with them. Ifrtey would not obey doing this,
God's judgment would come upon the people. IDeuteronomy 7:1-5t is written:

"When the Lord thy God shall bring thee into the ldnvhither thou goest to
possess it, and hath cast out many nations beftwset the Hittites, and the
Girgashites, and the Amorites, and the Canaanitasd the Perizittes, and the
Hivites, and the Jebusites, seven nations greated anightier than thou: And
when the Lord thy God shall deliver them before ghéhou shalt smite them,



and utterly destroy them, thou shall make no covahaith them, nor show
mercy to them; Neither shalt thou make marriageshvihem; thy daughter
thou shalt not give unto his son, nor his daughtsiall thou take unto thy son.
For they will turn away thy son from following mehat they may serve other
gods: so will the anger of the Lord be kindled agsi you, and destroy thee
suddenly. But thus shall ye deal with them: you dt@estroy their altars, and
break down their images, and cut down their grovasd burn their graven
images with fire"

These words of instruction and warning are reiteraéd in Joshua 23:11-13s it
is written:

" Take good heed therefore unto yourselves, that jaue the Lord your God.
Else if you do in any wise go back and cleave utite remnant of these nations,
even these that remain among you, and shall makemages with them, and go
in unto them, and they to you: Know for a certaintigat the Lord your God will
no more drive out any of these nations from befg@u: but they shall be snares
and traps unto you, and scourges in your sides, d@ndrns in your eyes, until
you perish from off this good land which the Lorcbwyr God has given you.

Therefore, we can see how Abraham was obedient tao@ in desiring that Isaac
not marry any of the daughters of the Canaanite pgaes. Likewise, God will not
marry a bride who practices and adopts and lives aording to the ways of the
world's system. The ways of the world are contraryo the ways of God.

While God's people may have accepted Him as theiregpsonal Lord and Savior,
if they live their lives according to the practiceand ways of the world, they will be
spiritually immature and carnal Christians.

Abraham requested that the bride for Isaac not bedaken from the Canaanites
(the ways of the world). Instead, Abraham took a hide for Isaac from among his
own family. Spiritually, God will do the same thing God's Bride will be taken from
the family of God and will consist of those Christatns who do not practice and live
according to the ways of the world (Canaanites).

A BRIDE OF CHRIST COMES OUT OF BABYLON

The bride for Isaac was taken from Abraham's homelad in Mesopotamia
(Babylon) and the city of Abraham's brother, the cty of Nahor. This can be found
in Genesis 24:1@s it is written:



" And the servant (Eliezer) took 10 camels of the @sof his master, and
departed; for all the goods of his master were its hand: and he arose, and
went to Mesopotamia, unto the city of Nahor.

Nahor was the brother of Abraham Genesis 11:2) The city of Nahor was
located in Mesopotamia (Babylon). Spiritually, thisis a prophetic picture that the
Bride of Christ will be taken from Babylon. Babylon is a picture of the world,
spiritual idolatry, and spiritual whoredom. In the Bible, God's Bride is seen as
coming out of Babylon to the city of God, Mount Zia.

MOUNT ZION IS A TERM FOR GOD'S BRIDE

Mount Zion is a spiritual term to describe the spiitual people of God. Mount
Zion is also called the heavenly Jerusalem, whick a term for God's Bride. In the
Bible, God is seen ruling and reigning from Zion. let us consider some of the
scriptures which describe these characteristics d@ion.

Zion is a term for God's people [saiah 51:19

God's people dwell in Zion (saiah 10:29

The Lord has chosen ZionPsalm 132:13

Zion is a term for the heavenly JerusalemHebrews 12:2p

God dwells in Zion Psalm 9:1)

Jesus, the King of kings, sits on the holy hill aZion (Psalm 2:6, Zechariah
14:9)

Zion is the city of the Great King Psalm 48:2
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Spiritually, the Bride of Christ comes out of Babybn. God's Bride is seen as
once dwelling in Babylon. God's call to His Brides to come out of Babylon and
follow Him to the spiritual promised land. In Genesis 24Rebekah leaves Babylon
and marries Isaac and departs to go back to the lahthat God promised Abraham.

In Zechariah 2:7 God's people are seen once dwelling in Babylon #ss
written:

" Deliver thyself, O Zion, that dwellest with the dgloter of Babylon'

In Revelation 18:2, 4GGod pleads with His people to leave Babylon asig
written:



" And he cried mightily with a strong voice, sayingabylon the great is fallen,
is fallen, and is become the Habitation of devid the hold of every foul
spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hatefuldir. And | heard another
voice from heaven saying, Come out of her, my peofhat you be not
partakers of her sins, and that you receive nothar plagues.

Zion is a term for God's Bride. In Hebrews 12:22Zion is described as the
heavenly Jerusalem. InRevelation 21:1-2the heavenly Jerusalem is described as the
city of the Bride. In Hebrews 12:22t is written:

" But you are come unto Mount Zion, and unto the city the living God, the
heavenly Jerusalem, and to an innumerable compamywangels"

In Revelation 21:1-2 it is written:

"And | saw a new heaven and a new earth: for thesfihneaven and the first
earth were passed away and there was no more sed.lAohn saw the holy
city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out ofalven, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband.

A BRIDE OF CHRIST WILL BE AS A QUEEN

The wife of Abraham's brother Nahor was Milcah. Milcah is the Strong's word
(4435). Milcah comes from the Hebrew word, "Malkah; which means "queen".
The Hebrew word for king is "Melech".

The bride for Isaac was the daughter of Bethuel wish is the Strong's word
(1328) the son of Milcah which comes from the Hebveword for "queen;" the wife
of Nahor, Abraham's brother. Bethuel comes from twaHebrew words, "bathah"
and "el." Bathah is the Strong's word (1326) and itmeans "desolate, waste." El is
the Strong's word (410) and it means, "God" Therefoe, we can see that the bride
who is the queen of God, "Milcah," comes from "Betluel" which means, "desolate
(waste) of God." This is symbolic and characteristi of Babylon. This truth can be
seen inlsaiah 62:1-5as it is written:

" For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace, and foedusalem's sake | will not
rest, until the righteousness thereof go forth agghtness, and the salvation
thereof as a lamp that burneth. And the Gentilesafifrsee thy righteousness,
and all kings thy glory: and thou shall be called/a new name, which the
mouth of the Lord shall name. Thou shalt also besown of glory in the hand
of the Lord and a royal diadem in the hand of thyo@. Thou shalt no more be



termed Forsaken neither shall thy land any more tegmed Desolate but thou
shalt be called Hephzibah, and thy land Beulah: ftive Lord delighteth in thee,
and thy land shall be married. For as a young marameth a virgin, so shall
thy sons marry thee: and as the bridegroom rejoitetwer the bride, so shall thy
God rejoice over thek.

Therefore, the marriage of Isaac to Rebekah who Ied in Mesopotamia, the city
of Nahor, which is Babylon is a spiritual picture ad is prophetic that God's Bride
will be taken out of Babylon, a term for the world's system, to become the Bride of
Christ.

A VIRGIN UNTO GOD

In Genesis 24:16Rebekah is being described as both a "damsel" aral "virgin™
as it is written:

" And the damsel was very fair to look upon, a virgimeither had any man
known her .."

The Hebrew word for damsel is "Na'arah.” It is the Strong's word (5291 ). The
Hebrew word "Na'arah™ means "a girl from infancy to adolescence.”

The spiritual application is that Jesus is going tanarry a Bride who has grown
to spiritual maturity.

A CARNAL CHRISTIAN IS A SPIRITUAL CHILD

A spiritual child in Christ is a carnal Christian. While carnal Christians believe
and trust in Jesus Christ as their personal Lord ad Savior and will be going to
heaven, they have not grown to spiritual maturity ad are still carnally minded and
controlled by the flesh. Carnal Christians are notable to learn and understand the
deeper truths of God's Word. Instead, they can onlyearn and understand the
simple truths of God's Word. The Apostle Paul desdbed "babes in Christ" as
being carnally minded in1 Corinthians 3:1-2as it is written:

"And |, brethren, could not speak unto you as unfoirstual (spiritually mature
Christians), but as unto carnal, even as unto bale<hrist, | have fed you



with milk and not with meat, for hitherto ye wereohable to hear it, neither yet
now are you ablé.

Baby Christians feed on the milk of God's Word andhot the meat of God's
Word. In 1 Peter 2:2t is written:

" As newborn babes desire the sincere milk of the dydhat you may grow
thereby"

Jesus is going to come for a spiritually mature Bde and not baby Christians
who have not reached spiritual adulthood and are hterefore, not at an age where
they can be spiritually married to a spiritually mature Man (Jesus, the Bridegroom).
No bridegroom would consider marrying a young girlwho has not yet reached
adolescence. This concept and truth will be examiden further detail in the next
chapter.

A BRIDE OF CHRIST IS A SPIRITUAL VIRGIN

In Genesis 24:16Rebekah is described as virgin. The word virging the Hebrew
word, "b 'toolah.” It is the Strong's word (1330). The Hebrew word "b 'toolah”
means "to separate, a virgin, a bride, a city or stte.”

The Apostle Paul's desire was to teach, train, digde believers in Christ so that
he could present them unto the Lord as virgins untédim. In 2 Corinthians 11:2it is
written:

"For | am jealous over you with godly jealousy: fbhave espoused you to one
husband, that | may present you as a chaste VirtprChrist."

The Hebrew word for virgin which is "b'toolah” also means, "to separate, a
city or state.”

In Genesis 24:16the Bible tells us that Rebekah "knew no man". Spitually,
the Bride of Christ will not allow or practice the ways of the world. She will not be
dominated and controlled by the flesh and the sinature of man. Through the
power of the Holy Spirit and her steadfast love fodesus the Bridegroom, she will
overcome the desires and ways of the flesh whichegeto dominate the reborn spirit
man in Christ Jesus. This does not mean that the Rte of Christ never sins. It only
means that the sin nature doesn't dominate her lityle while living the Christian
life.



A BRIDE OF CHRIST WILL BE A HOLY PEOPLE

The Bride of Christ will be holy before God. The Hérew word for holy is
"Kadosh". It does not mean that you never sin. TheHebrew word, "Kadosh"
means "to be separate.” A holy Christian has sepatad himself from the ways of
the world and is not dominated by his sin nature ad has separated himself unto
God. This is the exhortation to believers in Chrisin 1 Peter 1:14-1@s it is written:

" As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves aoding to the former lusts
in your ignorance: But as he which has called yasiholy (God), so be ye holy
in all manner of conversation. Because it is writte'Be ye holy; for I am holy'.

Finally, the Hebrew word for virgin, "b'toolah” mea ns, "a city or state.”" In
Isaiah 62:1, 4-5, 123t is written:

" For Zion's sake will I not hold my peace ... Thohalt no more be termed
'Forsaken' ... For as a young man marrieth a virgjrso shall thy sons marry
thee: and as the bridegroom rejoiceth over the lajdo shall thy God rejoice
over thee ... And they shall call them, the holyopée, the redeemed of the Lord:
and thou shalt be called, Sought out, a city notdaken

Therefore, the Bride of Messiah has the same spiuél characteristics as
Rebekah when the Bible describes her as being a "deel" and a "virgin." Just like
Rebekah, the Bride of Christ has grown to spiritualmaturity (a damsel), and she
has not lived after the ways of the flesh but hasparated herself to be a holy people
unto God (a virgin).

A BRIDE OF CHRIST MUST BE WILLING TO
FOLLOW HIM

Abraham instructed his servant, Eliezer, that the bide for Isaac must be
willing to follow Isaac. In Genesis 24:5Eliezer asked Abraham what he should do if
the woman is not willing to follow. In Genesis 24:8Abraham tells his servant that
the bride for Isaac must be willing to follow. InGenesis 24:5-6, & is written:

" And the servant said unto him, Peradventure the waimwill not be willing to
follow me unto this land: must | needs bring thy s@gain to the land from
whence thou camest? And Abraham said unto himf.the woman will not be



willing to follow thee, then thou shalt be cleardm this thy oath: only bring not
my son thither agair.

Spiritually, the Bride of Christ must be willing to follow Jesus with all her
heart, mind, soul and strength. Jesus must be theedire of the Bride's heart.
Pleasing Jesus in all areas of our lives must bedtheart's desire of the Bride of
Christ.

There are numerous examples in the Gospels wheresies told various people to
follow him. Traditional Christianity has interprete d this to mean that they must
leave the ways of the world and accept Jesus asithgersonal Lord and Savior in
order to be saved so that they can go to heaven. Ghristianity, this is taught as the
goal of the believer. However, following Jesus mearthat you are not only saved but
you follow Jesus and the Christian life as your liéstyle AFTER you are saved.

Many unbelievers are saved and become converts tdfstianity. By doing so,
they will be in heaven. However, most converts tol@istianity do not become
disciples (students) of God's Word. Furthermore, may Christians do not seek to
separate themselves from the ways of the world's sgm and live the Christian life
by following God with all their heart, mind, soul and strength AFTER they are
saved. To do so is the high calling of God's Bride.

The Bride of Christ must make Jesus, the Bridegroonthe first love of her life.
She must seek first the kingdom of God and His riglieousnessilatthew 6:33. Let's
examine some of the examples in the Gospels wheesds told various people to
follow him.

Levi the publican (Luke 5:27-2§

Philip (John 1:43

We must take up our cross daily and follow Jesud. (ike 9:23

We must put Jesus first above our personal interestLuke 9:57-62
The sheep of Jesus hear His voice and follow Hirdghn 10:27)
Serving Jesus means following HimJpohn 12:26

If we love Jesus, we will feed his sheep and folladdim (John 21:15-9
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The heart of God's Bride is to seek FIRST the Kingdm of God. In Matthew
6:33it is written:

" But seek ye FIRST the Kingdom of God and his rightssness and all these
things shall be added unto ydu.

The Bride of Christ must seek to follow Jesus on daily basis. InLuke 9:23it is
written:

" And he said to them all, If any man will come aftere, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross daily, and follow ntie.



Those who follow Jesus must put Jesus and the Kingdh of God above their
own personal desires which are contrary to the Wilbf God. In Matthew 10:37-39t
is written:

" He that loveth father or mother more than me is n@brthy of me: and he that
loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthynee. And he that taketh
not his cross, and followeth after me, is not woytbf me. He that findeth his
life shall lose it: and he that loseth his life fany sake shall find it.

In Luke 14:27, 33t is written:

" And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and comerafte, cannot be my
disciple ... So likewise, whosoever he be of yaat florsaketh not all that he
hath, he cannot be my disciple.

Therefore, just as Rebekah was willing to leave hexountry and follow Isaac
back to the promised land, the Bride of Christ mustbe willing to lay aside her own
personal interests and make Jesus the first love imer life and follow him wherever
he asks her to go. To accept this calling is to amut the perfect Will of God in the life
of each believer and by doing so, we will becomesdBride of Christ just as Rebekah
became the bride of Isaac.

A BRIDE OF CHRIST WILL RECEIVE HIS
LOVINGKINDNESS TOWARD HER

God bestowed lovingkindness upon Eliezer, the semtof Abraham, by leading
and directing his way so that he could find a briddor Isaac. In Genesis 24:12-18 is
written:

" And he said, O Lord God of my master Abraham, | prihee, send me good
speed this day, and show kindness unto my mastealAdam ... and let it come
to pass, that the damsel to whom | shall say, Letvd thy pitcher, | pray thee,
that | may drink . . let the same be she that thbas appointed for thy servant
Isaac; and thereby shall | know that thou has shoavkindness unto my master.
And it came to pass, before he had done speakingt,tbehold, Rebekah came
out .."

The word kindness is the Hebrew word, "chaysayd." 1 is the Strong's word
(2617). The Hebrew word, "chaysayd" is also transled in other parts of the Bible
as "favour, goodness, mercy, and lovingkindness".



Let us look at a few examples of how God will besto"lovingkindness" upon
His Bride. In Hosea 2:19-20God betrothed Himself to His Bride in lovingkindrness
as it is written:

" And | will betroth thee unto me forever: yea, | wibetroth thee unto me in
righteousness, and in judgment, and in lovingkindsg and in mercies. | will
even betroth thee unto me in faithfulness: and thebalt know the Lord:

David in Hebrew means "Beloved." David is the Strog's word (1732). Beloved
is a term to describe God's Bride. The Song of Satwon is a love poem which is
prophetic of Jesus, the Bridegroom, and His Brideln Song of Solomon 6:3 is
written:

"1 am my beloved's and my beloved is ming ...

David in Hebrew means "Beloved" and "Beloved" and 5 a term to describe
God's Bride. Psalm 89is a psalm written by David. In this psalm David wites about
the mercies/lovingkindness ("Chaysayd") of God. IrPsalm 89:1-3t is written:

"1 will sing of the mercies ("Chaysayd") of the Lorébrever: with my mouth
will I make known thy faithfulness to all generaties. For | have said, Mercy
("chaysayd") shall be built up forever: thy faithflness shalt thou establish in
the very heavens. | have made a covenant with mgsem, | have sworn unto
David my servant.

In Isaiah 55:3it is written:

"Incline your ear, and come unto me: hear, and yoswul shall live; and | will
make an everlasting covenant with you, even theesmrercies ("Chaysayd") of
David"

God's mercy/lovingkindness ("Chaysayd") is a perpatal theme in the Bible.
Let us consider a few examples:

1. God showed mercy/lovingkindness to JoseplGenesis 39:211

2. God shows mercy/lovingkindness to those that loveild and keep his
commandments Exodus 20:6, Nehemiah 1:5, Daniel 94

God shows mercy/lovingkindness by forgiving iniquiy, transgression, and
sin (Exodus 34:7

God's mercy/lovingkindness was with David foreverl{ Samuel 7:8,15
God's mercy/lovingkindness was upon EzraHzra 7:25, 28

The throne of Jesus is established in mercy/ lovikindness (saiah 16:5
The voice of the Bride is the voice that declaresat the
mercy/lovingkindness of the Lord endures foreverJeremiah 33:1)
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Therefore, just as God bestowed lovingkindness updgliezer, the servant of
Abraham, by leading and directing his way so that & could find a bride for Isaac,
even so, God grants and bestows lovingkindness upand toward His precious
Bride.

A BRIDE OF CHRIST WALKS IN THE WAYS OF
GOD

The servant of Abraham, Eliezer, prayed to God thaHe would show him who
would be Isaac's bride. In doing this, Eliezer ask&for a sign from God concerning
who this woman would be. Eliezer asked God to sholwm a sign that the damsel
who would offer a drink to Eliezer's camels would le the bride for Isaac. InGenesis
24:12, 14it is written:

" And he said, O Lord God of my master Abraham, | prinee, send me good
speed this day, and show kindness unto my mastealAéim ... And let it come
to pass, that the damsel to whom | shall say, Letvd thy pitcher, | pray thee,
that | may drink; and she shall say, Drink, and liWgive thy camels drink also:
let the same be she that thou has appointed forsbyvant Isaac; and thereby
shall I know that thou hast showed kindness unto mmgaster!

Rebekah did according to the prayer of Eliezer to @d in Genesis 24:18-18s it
is written:

" And she said, Drink, my Lord: and she hasted, a®d dlown her pitcher upon
her hand, and gave him drink. And when she had dagieing him drink, she
said, | will draw water for thy camels also, untihey have done drinking.

When Eliezer saw this he was stunned at the eventde responded inGenesis
24:21as it is written:

" And the man wondering (7583) at her held his peatewit (3045) whether the
Lord had made his journey (1870) prosperous or Hot.

The Hebrew word for wondering is "Sha'ah’. It is the Strong's word (7583).
The Hebrew word "Sha'ah" means, "to stun or be astmished." Eliezer was
astonished when he witnessed the lovingkindness®éd that God had blessed his
journey and allowed him to meet God's bride for Isac.

The Hebrew word for wit is "Yadah'. It is the Strong's word (3045). The
Hebrew word "Yadah" means "to become acquainted wih intimately." It is the



same word that is used to describe the intimate rations between a man and a
woman in having a child. InGenesis 4:1it is written:

" And Adam knew ("Yadah") Eve his wife and she conged"

The Hebrew word for journey is "Derek." It is the Strong's word (1870). The
Hebrew word "Derek” means "A course of life or modeof action, a road trodden, to
walk."

Eliezer had made a long journey from the land of Caaan to Mesopotamia.
While his expectation and trust in the Lord was vey high that he would meet the
bride for Isaac, he did not know the details of howsod was going to fulfill this
desire of Abraham. The journey was long and difficit using the transportation of
camels. When Eliezer finally arrived and his prayerwas answered, " he wondered
(7583 ="Sha'ah") knowing (3045 = "Yadah") that God had made his journey (1870
= 'Derek’) prosperous".

The journey of Eliezer to meet and find Rebekah ithe journey of God's Bride.
God's Bride follows after the Will and heart of Godtrusting in God to make the
camel ride (trials and tribulations in life) to reach God's promised destination. Upon
doing so, God's Bride will have an intimate knowlede ("Yadah") and relationship
with God as she travels in her long journey ("DereK) of life. When she sees God
fulfill His Will for her life, she is astonished atthe love and mercy of God that God
sustained her through the camel ride of life whilenaking her way ("Derek")
prosperous and allowing her to see the promise ofdd fulfilled in her life.

Spiritually, this life journey of the Bride is descibed by the Hebrew word,
"Derek." It is the Strong's word (1870). It is translated as "journey"” in Genesis
24:21 The Hebrew word, "Derek" means "a course of life" Because God is the love
of the Bride's life, her love for God is a lifestyg. Carnal Christians who are saved
but have lost their first love for God and are livihg according to the ways of the
world do not have this intimate journey ("Derek") with God.

THE ACTS OF GOD VERSUS THE WAYS OF GOD

The carnal Christian only knows the "acts of God".God saves me from my
sins, He heals my body, He blesses me with financeke delivers me from the crisis
of life - but the Bride of Christ knows the ways "Derek” of God. Not only does she
know that God saves us from our sins, heals our b@gs from sicknesses and disease,
gives us financial blessings and delivers us frorhe crises of life but she also knows
God in a personal and intimate way.



Spiritually, God not only delivers the Bride from Egypt (a type of the world) by
showing His marvelous signs and wonders (the act§ @od) but God takes the Bride
to her spiritual promised land in life as she walksn God's perfect Will during life's
journey. However , the carnal Christian while beingdelivered from Egypt (a type of
the world) dies in the wilderness (the trial and tibulations of life) by murmuring
and complaining and becoming bitter toward God in he midst of life's trials.

God distinguished Moses from the children of Israebecause Moses knew
("Yadah") the ways ('Derek’) of God but the children of Israel only understood the
"acts of God." This truth can be seen inPsalm 103:7as it is written:

"He made known ("Yadah") his ways ("Derek™) unto Msees, his acts unto the
children of Israel

Why did the children of Israel (a type of the carn& Christian) die in the
wilderness? They did not know the ways ("Derek’) ofGod. In Psalm 95:10it is
written:

" Forty years long was | grieved with this generaticend said, It is a people
that do err in their heart (they do not have an intate relationship with God)
and they have not known ("Yadah")" which means "tenow intimately’) my
ways ("Derek")."

The writer of Hebrews relates this to the Christianlife. The exhortation to
Christians is to not die in the wilderness of lifdout to reach the spiritual promised
land of God. In Hebrews 3:14-19; 4:1-3, 1it is written:

" For we are made partakers of Christ (become Hisdg), if we hold the
beginning of our confidence steadfast to the endhM¢ it is said, Today if you
will hear his voice (His perfect Will for your lifg harden not your hearts, as in
the provocation. For some, when they had heard didvoke: howbeit not all
that came out of Egypt by Moses. But with whom v&sgrieved forty years?
was it not with them that had sinned, whose caras$ell in the wilderness?
And to whom sware he that they should not enteroitiis rest (see God's perfect
Will fulfilled in your Christian life) but to themthat believed not? So we see
that they could not enter in because of unbeliektlus therefore fear, lest, a
promise being left us of entering into his rest, yaof you should seem to come
short of it. For unto us was the gospel preached,vaell as unto them: but the
word preached did not profit them, not being mixedth faith in them that
heard it. For we which have believed do enter im&st, as he said, As | have
sworn in my wrath, if they shall enter into my restlthough the works were
finished from the foundation of the world ... Letsulabor therefore to enter into
that rest, lest any man fall after the same exampfeunbelief’

In Genesis 24:21the servant of Abraham endured the long journey"Derek" =
a course of life) riding on his camels (the trialand tests of life) and he was able to



see and know ("Yadah"), the prosperous journey of ®@d. Through his steadfastness
and confidence to the endHebrews 3:14, he was able to fulfill the desire of
Abraham (a type of God the Father) and find and meeRebekah (a type of Bride of
Christ) the bride of Isaac (a type of Jesus, the megroom). As Christians, our
hearts' desire should be to remain steadfast on dag the Will trials and tribulations
of life. By doing so, we will be like Eliezer and Wl be able to keep our eyes and
hearts fixed on remaining faithful to Jesus, our Bidegroom, so that we may be
found worthy to be His Bride.

A BRIDE OF CHRIST ENDURES THE TRIALS AND
TRIBULATIONS OF LIFE

In making the journey to find a bride for Isaac, Eliezer took 10 camels. In
Genesis 24:10it is written:

" And the servant took ten camels ... and departetb. Mesopotamia .".

There is a spiritual significance that Eliezer tookcamels. There is also a
spiritual significance that he took ten camels.

What is the spiritual significance of camel in theBible? Theword camel is the
Hebrew word, "gamal." It is the Strong's word (1581). The Hebrew word for camel,
"gamal” means "to treat a person well, to reward, © deal bountifully, to labor in
the sense of burden bearing." Therefore, camels ithe Bible spiritually represent
life's trials and tribulations as defined by "to labor in the sense of burden bearing."

It is through the trials and tribulations of life (as represented by the wilderness
for the children of Israel that the Bride of Christ remains steadfast and confident in
the provision of God through the wilderness of lifeand God rewards her by taking
His Bride to her spiritual promised land by "dealing bountifully upon her and
rewarding her by treating her well."

Eliezer took his ten camels (represented by the ls and tribulations of life)

and experienced the kindness of God3enesis 24:1Pby making his way ("Derek’ =
a lifestyle) prosperous and allowed him to find Rebkah, the bride for Isaac.

A BRIDE OF CHRIST IS THE SERVANT OF GOD



In Genesis 24:2, 1(Eliezer is called the servant of Abraham, as isiwritten:

" And Abraham said unto his eldest servant ... an@ gervant took ten camels
of his master and departed"...

The Bride of Christ is the servant of God. She taleup her burdens (as
represented by camels) and follows the Will of Gothe Father (as represented by
Abraham). This can be seen by the words of Jesus Matthew 11:28-2%s it is
written:

" Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy ladas represented by the
camels) and | will give you rest (take you to yapiritual promised land). Take
my yoke upon you, and learn of me (his ways "Dergkdr | am meek and
lowly in heart: and you shall find rest unto our sds."

Earlier in the book, we saw how Jesus said that thgreatest in the Kingdom of
Heaven will do His commandments (the Torah) and tez others to do soNatthew
5:17-19. Next, we will see that the greatest in the Kinga of Heaven will be the
servant of all. In Matthew 23:11 Jesus spoke these words:

" But he that is greatest among you shall be yoursart*"

In Mark 9:34-35 the disciples of Jesus argued among themselvesomiould be
the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus ansvest them that the greatest in
Heaven must become the servant of all as it is wrén:

" But they held their peace: for by the way they (ttlieciples) had disputed
among themselves, who should be the greatest. AadJesus) sat down, and
called the twelve, and saith unto them, If any desio be first (the greatest), the
same shall be last of all, and the servant ofall

Jesus also told the disciples iMatthew20:26-28hat the greatest in the
Kingdom of Heaven must become a servant.

Because Jesus humbled himself to the Will of God ¢hFather and became the
servant of all mankind by dying on the cross for ushe became worthy to be the
greatest of all in the Kingdom of Heaven. IlMatthew 20:26-28t is written:

" But it shall not be so among you: but whosoeverlwi great among you, let
him be your minister: and whosoever will be chighang you, let him be your
servant: Even as the Son of man came not to be stered unto, but to
minister, and to give his life a ransom for mahy

If we suffer with Christ (as represented by the carels), we will reign with Him
(as His Bride). In2 Timothy 2:12it is written:



" If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if weathy him, he also will deny
us.

TEN CAMELS REPRESENT A LEGAL
CONGREGATION OF BELIEVERS

In Genesis 24:10Eliezer took ten camels on his journey. What dodsis
spiritually represent? The Jewish people understandhat the number 10 means a
legal congregation. In Hebrew, it is called aninyan.

Spiritually, a minyan (10 people) represents a leg@ongregation of believers. It
is derived from Abraham's intercession on behalf othe destruction of Sodom and
Gomorrah in Genesis 18In Genesis 18:32God told Abraham that he would not
destroy Sodom and Gomorrah if there were ten righteus in the city. Ten righteous
people represent a legal congregation. The Greek wbfor church is "ekklesia.” It
is the Strong's word (1577) in the Greek dictionaryThe word church means, "a
congregation or assembly.” Therefore, the servantfdAbraham taking "ten camels”
represents a legal congregation of believers (thaiBe of Christ) who becomes His
Bride by enduring the camel ride (the trials and tibulations of life) while remaining
steadfast in love and commitment to the perfect Wilof God. Furthermore, the
Bride of Christ desires to be pleasing to her heamty Bridegroom all the days of her
Christian life.

THE PARABLE OF THE TEN VIRGINS

In Matthew 25 Jesus tells a parable of ten virgins. The congragon of believers
in Christ is described as virgins unto God. This cabe seen ir2 Corinthians 11:2as
it is written:

"1 have espoused you to one husband, that | may pneyou as a chaste virgin
to Christ”

In this, we can see that the ten virgins represeitihe entire congregation of
believers in Jesus as Messiah. In the parable, fiveere wise and five were foolish.
The wise virgins were rewarded by being ready to bemarried to the bridegroom.
The foolish virgins were not ready and prepared andnissed the wedding. Likewise,
it is so with the congregation of believers in Jesuas Messiah. From the ten virgins



(a legal congregation = a minyan), some virgins werfoolish (carnal Christians) and
some virgins were wise (the Bride of Christ). The i8e virgins were ready for the
marriage and were married to the Bridegroom. This @rable will be taught in
greater detail later in the book.

Therefore, in Genesis 24:10the servant of Abraham taking "ten camels"
represents a legal congregation of believers (theiBe of Christ). They become His
Bride through enduring the camel ride (the trials and tribulatins of life) remaining
steadfast in love and commitment to the perfect Wilof God while desiring to be
pleasing unto Him all the days of her Christian lie.

THE BRIDE OF CHRIST DRINKS OF
THE WELL OF THE WATER OF LIFE

In Genesis 24:11when Eliezer arrived in Mesopotamia, he arrived tia "well of
water" for his camel "at the time when woman go outo draw water." In Genesis
24:11it is written:

" And he made his camels to kneel down without they ciy a well of water at
the time of the evening, even the time that womenogit to draw wate.

Spiritually, the "well of water"represents the outpouring of God's Holy Spirit.
The Bride of Christ will have the outpouring of Gods Holy Spirit and His anointing
upon her life "at the time that women (the bride) @ out to draw water."

The Bible tells us inlsaiah 12:2-3that God's people will "draw water" out of
the wells of salvation. InJohn 7:37-39 Jesus tells us that the river of living water is
the Holy Spirit. In Isaiah 12:2-3it is written:

"Behold God is my salvation, | will trust and not fadraid: for the Lord
Jehovah is my strength and my song; he also hasdnee my salvation.
Therefore with joy shall you draw water out of theells of salvation’’

In John 7:37, 39 this is seen as being the great outpouring of GtedHoly Spirit
as it is written:

"In the last day, the great day of the feast, Jestsod and cried, saying, If any
man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink, He thlelieveth on me, as the
Scriptures hath said, out of his belly shall flovivers of living water. But this
spake he of the (Holy) Spirit *.



In Isaiah 44:3it is written:

" For | will pour water upon him that is thirsty, andloods upon the dry ground:
| will pour my spirit upon thy seed, and my blesginpon thine offspring

In Zechariah 10:1, God asked His people to ask ofi¢ rain (the outpouring of
God's Spirit) during the time of the latter rain asit is written:

" Ask ye of the Lord rain in the time of the latteain: so the Lord shall make
bright clouds, and give them showers of rain, tceey one grass in the fielt.

In James 5:7-8, it tells us that the time of the k&er rain outpouring of God's
Holy Spirit would be prior to the second coming oflesus as it is written:

" Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the comingtbe Lord. Behold, the
husbandman waiteth for the precious fruit of the e, and hath long patience
for it, until he receive the early and latter rairBe ye also patient, establish your
hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.

In Joel 2:1, 28-29God said that He would pour out His Holy Spirit ypon all
flesh at the time of this latter rain. InJoel 2:1, 28-29t is written:

" Blow ye trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm in mply mountain: let all the
inhabitants of the land tremble: for the day of tHeord cometh, for it is nigh at
hand ... and it shall come to pass afterward, thatill pour out my spirit upon
all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shatigphesy, and your old men
shall dream dreams, your young men shall see visioAind also upon the
servants and upon the handmaids in those days ijilbur out my spirit®

In the midst of this mighty outpouring of God's Holy Spirit upon His Bride, the
earth will be experiencing its darkest time in hisbry. In Isaiah 60:1-3it is written:

" Arise shine, for thy light is come, and the glory the Lord is risen upon thee.
For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earthdagross darkness the people:
but the Lord shall arise upon thee, and his glorgadl be seen upon thee. And
the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kingsttee brightness of thy rising.

Therefore, we can see that iGenesis 24:1that the servant of Abraham
bringing his camels by a "well of water" at the time when women (the bride) "go to
draw water" (the outpouring of God's Holy Spirit) i s a prophetic spiritual picture of
God pouring out His Holy Spirit upon His Bride at the time of the spiritual latter
rain outpouring of His Spirit upon the world prior to the second coming of Jesus.
During this time, the world will be experiencing its darkest time in history (the
tribulation).



THE BRIDE WILL REIGN WITH CHRIST DURING
THE MESSIANIC AGE

In Genesis 24:14-18, 20, 43, 45;48ebekah is holding, filling, and carrying a
pitcher of water. In Genesis 24:46it says that this picture was upon the shoulderfo
Rebekah as it is written:

" And she made haste, and let down her pitcher froer Bhoulder and said,
Drink; and | will give thy camels drink also: sodrank, and she made the
camels to drink alsd.

The shoulder is a picture of government. The pitcheof water on the shoulder
of Rebekah is a spiritual picture of the Bride of @rist ruling and reigning with
Christ during the Messianic Age.

In Isaiah 9:6, the shoulder is a picture of the government of Gh During the
Messianic Age, Jesus will be ruling and reigning a@r that government as it is
written:

" For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is giveand the government shall
be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be call&®donderful, Counselor, The
mighty God, The everlasting Father, the Prince oé&tce"

The Prince of Peace is Jesus, the Bridegroom. Thewd Prince is the Hebrew
word, "Sar." It is the Strong's word (8269). The wad Prince which is the Hebrew
word, "Sar,' means, "A head person of any rank or tass, captain, chief, chief
captain, general, governor, keeper, lord, master pnce, ruler, steward".

Sarah was the wife of Abraham and the mother of Isa&c. The word Sarah is the
female form of the Hebrew word, "Sar." Sarah means;'a female noble, princess,
queen."

Sarah, the wife of Abraham who is the father of ourffaith (Romans 4:1%, and
the mother of Isaac, is also a spiritual picture of5od's Bride ruling and reigning
with Him. This can be seen by Sarah's Hebrew namehich means "a female noble
or queen."

Because the government of God will be upon the shidiers of Jesus during the
Messianic Age and because Rebekah (a picture of GedBride) was carrying a
pitcher of water on her shoulder, this is a spirital picture that when Jesus, the
Bridegroom, will marry His Bride and they become ore, they will rule and reign
together on the earth during the Messianic Age. Tlsican be seen iRevelation 5:10
as it is written:



" And hast made us unto our God kings and priestsdame shall reign on the
earth”

REBEKAH BECOMES THE BRIDE OF ISAAC

After Eliezer met Rebekah, he met with Rebekah's ther, Bethuel, and
Rebekah's sister, Laben. Then, Eliezer told Bethuelnd Laben how he was sent by
Abraham to find a bride for Isaac and how the Lordshowed him lovingkindness by
allowing him to find the family of Abraham and how the Lord showed Rebekah that
she was to be the bride for Isaac Ii&Genesis 24:51Bethuel and Laben agreed to
allow Rebekah to marry Isaac as it is written:

" Behold, Rebekah is before thee, take her, and gd &t her be thy master's
son's wife, as the Lord hath spokeén.

Next, they have a banquet meal. This is a spiritugicture of the banquet meal
that the Bride of Christ will have with Him at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. In
Revelation 19:7t is written:

"Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to hifar the marriage of the
Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself ready

THE BRIDE OF CHRIST MUST BE
WEANED FROM MILK

The Patriarchs of Israel not only had a banquet meao celebrate a marriage
but they also had a feast whenever a young child waveaned from childhood and
had become an adult. When Isaac was weaned, Abrahamade a great feast for
Him. In Genesis 21:8 is written:

" And the child (Isaac) grew, and was weaned: and aam made a great feast
the same day that Isaac was wearfed.

Whenever we accept Jesus as our personal Lord anésor, we become babies
in the Kingdom of Heaven. In order to become marrid, we need to grow from
babies to adults. Likewise, baby Christians need tbecome spiritually mature adult
Christians. When we do this, we will be qualifiedd marry Jesus, the Bridegroom.



No bridegroom would marry an underaged and underdegloped bride.
Spiritually, in the same way we must grow from beig spiritual babies who partake
of the "milk’ (the elementary things) of God's Word to being spiritual adults who
are able to digest the "meat” (the deeper things)foGod's Word.

Whenever we are newborn babies in Christ, we mustasire the "milk' of God's
Word. In | Peter 2:2it is written:

" As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of thedyohat ye may grow
thereby"

However, God desires that we grow in spiritual mattty and are weaned from
the milk of His Word. In Isaiah 28:9it is written:

"Whom shall he teach knowledge (the deeper thing&oftd's Word)? And
whom shall he make to understand doctrine? themtthee weaned from the
milk, and drawn from the breasts.

By being weaned from the "milk" of God's Word, God desires that His children
grow up spiritually to become spiritual adults. This can be seen iebrews 5:12-14
as it is written:

" For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ymave need that one teach
you again which be the first principles of the ores of God; and are become
such as have need of milk and not of strong meabr [Every one that useth milk
is unskillful in the word of righteousness: for his a babe. But strong meat
belongeth to them that are of full age, even thagleo reason of use have their
senses exercised to discern both good and"evil.

When Isaac was weaned, Abraham had a great feastrfoim. Spiritually, this is
a picture that God's reward for those who are wearg from the milk of the Word of
God will be able to become spiritual adults and a#ind the marriage banquet
between Jesus, the Bridegroom, and His Bride. Juas Rebekah was able to marry
Isaac because she physically grew from being a dhilo being a damsel of marriage
age, in like manner, the Bride of Christ must striwe to grow from spiritual children
to spiritual maturity. This Biblical concept and tr uth will be discussed in even
greater detail in the next chapter of this book.

SUMMARY

In concluding this chapter, we saw how the marriagbéetween Isaac and
Rebekah inGenesis 24s a spiritual picture of Jesus marrying His Bride In



studying Genesis 24we began to examine some of the spiritual charaaistics of
God's Bride. Those characteristics include the fadiwing conclusions.

1. The Bride of Christ will be married in heaven. Heaen is a type of a wedding
canopy known as a "Chuppah”

2. There is a special room in heaven where the marriggbetween the Bride of
Christ and Jesus the Bridegroom, will be consummate This room is called
in Hebrew a "Cheder."

3. The Bride of Christ will be the greatest in the Kigdom of Heaven. She will
keep and teach the commandments (Torah) of GodMatthew 5:17-19

4. The Bride of Christ will be a remnant of individual believers from among the
entire family of God

5. The Bride of Christ will be a spiritual virgin unto God.

6. The Bride of Christ must be willing to follow Jesus Pleasing God the Father
is a consuming desire of the Bride. She must loveo@ with all her heart,
mind, soul and strength.

7. The Bride of Christ will endure the trials and trib ulations of life while
remaining faithful to God during these hard times.She will not return to the
world and the ways of the world while encounteringhe trials and
tribulations of life.

8. The Bride of Christ will have God's lovingkindnesshestowed upon her life.
9. The Bride of Christ will fulfill God's perfect Will for her life.

10. During the time of the second coming of Jesus, Gadll pour out His Holy
Spirit upon His Bride and will anoint her with great power and she will be a
great light unto a world living in gross darkness.

11.The Bride of Christ will be weaned from the milk of God's Word and will
have grown to spiritual maturity.

12.God will reward the spiritual faithfulness of His Bride by allowing her to be
the Bride of Christ and partake in the marriage super of the Lamb.

Finally, in this chapter, we studied how Abraham irstructed his eldest servant,
Eliezer, to go back to Abraham's homeland and fing bride for his son, Isaac, from
among Abraham's kindred. In this story, Abraham isa spiritual picture of God the
Father. Eliezer is a spiritual picture of the HolySpirit. Isaac is a spiritual picture of



Jesus, the son of God. After a long journey, Eliez¢ound a bride for Isaac. Her
name was Rebekah.

Spiritually, the Holy Spirit is instructed by God to find a bride for Jesus, the
heavenly bridegroom. Even as the bride for Isaac vgataken from among the
kindred of Abraham, the bride of Christ will be taken from among the family of
God.



