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Parasha Bo 
• Exodus 10:1-13:16 

• Jeremiah 46:13-28 

• Romans 9:14-29 

 

The Torah Portion at a 

Glance 

 

The last three of the Ten Plagues 

are visited on Egypt: a swarm of locusts devours all the crops and greenery; a thick, 

palpable darkness envelops the land; and all the firstborn of Egypt are killed at the stroke 

of midnight of the 15th of the month of Nissan. 

YHWH commands the first mitzvah/commandment to be given to the people of Israel: to 

establish a calendar based on the monthly rebirth of the moon. The Israelites are also 

instructed to bring a "Passover offering" to YHWH: a lamb or kid is to be slaughtered and 

its blood sprinkled on the doorposts and lintel of every Israelite home, so that YHWH 

should pass over these homes when He comes to kill the Egyptian firstborn. The 

roasted meat of the offering is to be eaten that night together with matzah (unleavened 

bread) and bitter herbs. 

The death of the firstborn finally breaks Pharaoh's resistance and he literally drives the 

Children of Israel from his land. So hastily do they depart, there is no time for their dough 

to rise, and the only provisions they take along are unleavened. Before they go, they ask 

their Egyptian neighbors for gold, silver and garments, draining Egypt of its wealth. 

The Children of Israel are commanded to consecrate all firstborn and to observe the 

anniversary of the Exodus each year by removing all leaven from their possession for 

seven days, eating matzah, and telling the story of their redemption to their children. 

They are also commanded to remember the Exodus and their resultant commitment to 

YHWH.   (adapted from chabad.org)  

 

The Messiah in the Torah Portion 

Pharaoh could have stopped the path of death and destruction in this week’s 

Torah portion by simply submitting to YHWH and obeying His voice. All Pharaoh 

had to do was heed the sign of the blood. Egypt could have been spared if 
Pharaoh would have paid attention to the first plague. The firstborn of each family 
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could have lived if Pharaoh would have understood the message behind the Nile 

River turning to blood.  
 

In ancient times, the Egyptian society depended upon the Nile River for its 
existence. Thus, the Nile was considered the life-force of Egypt. The people 

considered the Nile the embodiment of their many gods. Each morning Pharaoh 
would rise and bathe in the beautiful water. When the Nile flooded or dried up, 

the Egyptians considered their god to be unhappy. To appease the Nile and calm 
the waters, they would even offer human sacrifices. 80 years before the Exodus, 

Pharaoh had commanded that every son born from the Hebrew slaves was to be 
cast into the river and drowned. Later, when Pharaoh ignored the prophet's 

command, the water turned to blood again. Through this blood YHWH was calling 
out to Pharaoh to repent of his sins and release the Israelites. Sadly, Pharaoh's 

response is repeated by millions each day. We read in Exodus that after watching 
the Nile turn to dahm / blood, Pharaoh simply turned away. He saw the blood and 

turned His back upon salvation.  

 
"And the magicians of Egypt/Mitzrayim did so with their enchantments: and 

Pharaoh's heart was hardened, neither did he listen to them; as YHWH had said. 
And Pharaoh turned and went into his house neither did he set his lev (heart) to 

this also. And all the Egyptians dug all around the river for water to drink; for 
they could not drink of the water of the river. And seven days were fulfilled, after 

YHWH had smitten the river," Exodus / Shemot 7:22-25.  
 

The Scriptures declare that "YHWH declares the end from the beginning" in Isaiah 
46:10. When the Nile River was first turned to blood, YHWH was warning Pharaoh 

of a coming disaster. YHWH was offering Pharaoh an escape. "Life is in the 
blood," Leviticus 17:11. Pharaoh ignored the blood and brought death upon his 

entire family and people. The wages of sin is death but the blood offers life!  
 

The blood remained for 7 days giving the leader and his people plenty of time to 

repent. YHWH is so gracious that he always gives us time to turn to Him. During 
the time YHWH gives, man will either grow sorry for what he as done or he will 

allow his heart to harden. Pharaoh chose the latter. Notice too that Pharaoh 
turned to his magician's to see if they could duplicate the blood. Through the 

power of demons, the enchanters were able to seemingly copy the miracle of 
YHWH. However, they were not able to make the blood leave and allow the Nile 

to return to normal. The occult and the world have many false promises and false 
manifestations that seem to mirror moves of YHWH. The evil powers may be able 

to duplicate some of YHWH's miracles BUT the dark side can not stop YHWH's 
judgment. Life is not found in false fabrications but in the blood of the lamb of 

YHWH. Today, millions know the message of the gospel but turn to mediums, 
horoscopes, and witchcraft. Even Messianic believers have to battle the demonic 

powers behind the teachings of reincarnation and "practical" Gnostic kabbalah. 
The Messiah's message is pretty simple - life is in the blood!  

 

When Y'shua celebrated Passover he lifted the cup and said "this is the blood of 
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the brit/covenant, unless you drink my blood and taste my flesh you can not 

enter the kingdom of YHWH." Again, He was proclaiming that life is in the blood.  
 

His blood was the fulfillment of the prophetic blood of the Nile and the lamb's 
blood on the doorposts. We read in the book of Matthew that the disciple that 

betrayed Y'shua dipped his hand in the dish before the cup was offered. Even in 
the face of death, Y'shua offered eternal life to those at his table, including the 

one who would trade his life for silver. The blood covers all sin and all reproach, 
no matter what you have done, said, or thought. "And the dahm/blood of Y'shua 

ha Moshiach His Son cleanses us from all sin," 1 John 1:7. Forgiveness is found in 
the blood.  

 
The story is told of a man who has built up a huge debt and can't pay it. The 

man's wealthy boss comes along and pays the bill without telling his employee -- 
then calls him in to give him the good news. The man sits down, is handed the 

dossier of debts, and flips through the pages to see the list of bills he has 

accumulated. He thinks, "I'll never be able to pay all this. They're going to throw 
me in jail!" When the CEO sees the man's fearful countenance, he is perplexed. 

He says, "Excuse me -- did you look at page one?" The man flips back to the first 
page, which reads: "Paid in full." Our sins have been covered the debt of sin has 

been paid in full.  
 

Pharaoh could have been forgiven but he ignored the first and then the last sign 
of the blood. For our generation the first sign of blood is the dahm/blood of 

Y'shua shed for the forgiveness of sin. The second sign of blood will be seen by all 
when the "sun will be turned to darkness and the moon into blood, before that 

great and glorious day," Acts 2:20. 
 

When Y'shua returns the world will once again see a sign of blood and be given 
another chance to repent. On that day millions will look upon the one whom was 

pierced and call upon Y'shua for salvation. As we await His return let us 

continually keep the dahm/blood of Y'shua in our minds. It is through His blood 
that we have been redeemed, forgiven, and given the victorious life. “And they 

overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and 
they loved not their lives even to the end,” Revelation 12:11.  

 
We have the right to draw a faith blood line that the enemy can not cross. By 

remembering the blood of Y'shua and applying it to the door posts of our lives, no 
evil can triumph over us. 

 
"Knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver, or gold, 

from your futile spiritual conduct received by tradition from your fathers. But with 
the precious dahm/blood of Moshiach, as of a Lamb without blemish and without 

spot. He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was 
manifest in these last times for you who through Him believe in YHWH, who 

raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your emunah (faith) and 

tikvah (hope) are in YHWH. Since you have cleansed your beings in obeying the 
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emet/truth through the Ruach in sincere ahava/love of the Yisraelite brothers, 

love one another fervently with a clean lev, Having been born again, not of 
corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of YHWH which lives and 

abides forever, because all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower 
of the grass. The grass withers, and its flower falls away, But the word of YHWH 

endures forever. Now this is the word that by the good news was proclaimed to 
you," 1 Peter / Kepha Alef 1:18-25.  

 

Applying the Portion to Life Today 

"Egypt rejoiced when they went," says Psalms 105:38.  “This is comparable to a fat man who is 
riding on a donkey. The donkey longs: "O when will he get off me"; and the man longs: "O when 
will I get off the donkey." As soon as he gets off, the man is happy and the donkey is happy. Still I 
do not know: who is the happier?  So, too, when the Hebrews were in Egypt, and the plagues 
were befalling the Egyptians, the Egyptian were longing: "O when will the Israelites get out!" And 
the Yisraelites were longing: "O when will YHWH redeem us!" As soon as they went out, both 
were happy.  Still, I did not know: which was the happier? Until King David came and said: "Egypt 
rejoiced when they went," says one Rabbi in Midrash Tehillim. 

  
Perhaps the Egyptians wanted the Israelites to leave because Pharaoh had finally conceded 
defeat.  The Egyptian gods had failed.  The cataclysmic spiritual battle was finally over.  The 
white flag of surrender was being raised as Pharaoh himself was finally permitting the exodus to 
occur.  The Hebrews and their Elohim had prevailed. 
  
The plagues against Egypt had culminated with the tragic killing of the firstborn.  The darkness of 
death had swept the land and mourning was just beginning.  “At midnight YHWH struck down all 
the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to the firstborn of the 
prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock as well.  Pharaoh and all 
his officials and all the Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud wailing in Mitzrayim 
(Egypt), for there was not a house without someone dead.  During the night Pharaoh summoned 
Moshe and Aharon and said, “Up! Leave my people, you and the Israelites! Go, worship YHWH 
as you have requested. Take your flocks and herds, as you have said, and go. And also bless 
me,” Shemot/Exodus 12:29-32. 
  
This devastation of death had shattered Pharaoh’s hardened heart to pieces.  Yet this plague did 
more than just break Pharaoh’s will.  A great deal more had occurred than just the killing of the 
firstborn. The tenth and final plague sent a resounding message to every home in the land.  The 
message of redemption was sounded where every firstborn Egyptian was slain and where every 
firstborn Hebrew was saved.  What was the message?  YHWH is the only Elohim worthy to be 
worshipped.  It is a message that is to be remembered to this day. “Bring to mind the former 
things, those of long ago; I am Elohim, and there is no other; I am Elohim, and there is none like 
me.  I make known the end from the beginning, from ancient times, what is still to come.  I say: 
My purpose will stand, and I will do all that I please,” Isaiah 46:9. 
  
Forget for a moment the war between America and Al Queda.  Stop to consider the battle 
between YHWH and the gods of Mitzrayim (Egypt).  Their fight is over who controls 
Yisrael.  Their battle is over who does Yisrael acknowledge as Supreme.  In this week’s parasha, 
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a worship war is being waged between tov (good) and ra (evil.)  Pharaoh wants to keep the 
Israelites in bondage to slavery, subjective to the false gods of Egypt.  YHWH wants His people 
to be free to worship Him and Him alone in Spirit and in truth.  Just who is Elohim of 
Yisrael?  What took place between Egypt and Yisrael in the natural was reflective of what was 
actually taking place in the supernatural. YHWH was defeating the gods of Mitzrayim 
(Egypt).  Here are a few points of this battle to consider: 
  
YHWH first wants His people to journey for three days to worship. 
Pharaoh does not allow this, and calls the people lazy. 
  
YHWH desires an offering of sacrifice from Yisrael in a specific manner. 
Pharaoh tells Yisrael to do it his way and just sacrifice while still in Mitzrayim.  
  
YHWH seeks total obedience to His will. 
Pharaoh releases the Hebrews but not their herds or flocks, so they cannot sacrifice in 
accordance to YHWH’s will. 
  
The war for Yisrael continues up until the tenth plague and finally a winner is declared.  A 
knockout punch is made to the gods of Mitzrayim by the mighty hand of YHWH!  The winner is 
YHWH Eloheynu.  “I will pass through Egypt and strike down every firstborn—both men and 
animals—and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am YHWH,” said the Creator in 
Shemot 12:12.  Through the ten epidemics YHWH Elohim brings judgment upon the elohim or 
gods of Egypt.  Does all this talk of “elohims” sound confusing? 
  
“In any language other than Hebrew, the term “God” comes down to us through numerous pagan 
cultures and does not accurately represent the Eternal One of the Hebrew Scriptures.  Although 
perhaps you have probably come to know Him by the term “God,” for the sake of truth and clarity, 
you need to know that “god” is actually a word etymologically connected to pagan deities…the 
term you need to learn is Elohim,” wrote Avi Ben Mordechai in his book Messiah Volume Three. 
  
“Elohim” is the plural Hebrew term found throughout the Bible for “gods.”  Most English Bibles 
translate this same Hebrew statement as “God,” or “god,” or “gods.”  While the Hebrew word 
Elohim is unchanged, the only difference in the English is the capitalization by the publisher.  This 
is because the Hebrew word “Elohim” is a general term used throughout the Scriptures to 
describe spiritual beings or “mighty ones.”  The Egyptians, for example, had many elohim or 
“gods.”  According to Strong’s Exhaustive Dictionary the word “elohim” carries with it the 
connotation of judgment and literally means “gods in the ordinary sense; but specifically used of 
the supreme God; occasionally magistrates.”  Elohim comes from the root word prefix “El” 
meaning “strength; as an adjective mighty; especially the Almighty (but used also of any deity):—
God  or god, goodly, great, idol, might (-y one), power, strong.”  The term Elohim appears over 
1,100 times in the Bible as a “title” describing YHWH.    
  
The problem is that the Egyptians worshipped many elohim, or spiritual beings, including 
Pharaoh himself.  The majority of the Egyptians did not acknowledge nor worship YHWH THE 
Elohim.  Remember the words Pharaoh spoke when Moshe first told him to let the Hebrews go… 
“Who is YHWH that I should obey when he says to let Israel go?  I don’t know YHWH, and I also 
won’t let Israel go.” Well, Pharaoh and all of Egypt would soon find out exactly who YHWH is. 
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The events of Exodus occur to share the fact that YHWH is the Almighty El.  Mitzrayim and the 
world have many Elohim while Israel has the One true Elohim.  The elohim/gods of 
Mitzrayim/Egypt were defeated and YHWH was proved the true Elohim in plain view of the world 
through the ten plagues.  “Who among the elohim is like you, O YHWH? Who is like you—
majestic in holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders?” Shemot/Exodus 15:11.   
  
Here is a short list of some of the false elohim/gods that were judged by YHWH.  This is just 
more proof that, “Elohim presides in the great assembly; he gives judgment among the “gods,” 
Psalms 82:1. 
  
Plague False elohim/gods judged 

Nile Osiris, Nile, Hathor, 

Frogs Heka, pride 

Lice Egyptian priests, Ra 

Insects Scared beetle, Ba’alzebulb 

Animals death Osiris, Hathor, Ptah 

Boils Imotep, ritual of casting ashes 

Hail Pharaoh, Osiris 
Locusts Seth, Isis, Anubus 
Darkness Egyptian priests, Hathor, Ra, Suber, Amon-Re 

Death of Firstborn Pharaoh, Isis, Osiris, Horus 

                   
  
In the above chart you will find the name of Pharaoh many times. Pharaoh was defeated when 
his own son was killed.  The ruler’s firstborn, literally considered to be “god incarnate,” was just 
one of the various gods that were defeated.  “For YHWH Eloheynu is Elohim of elohim and Adon 
of adons, the great EL, mighty and awesome,” says Deuteronomy 10:17. 
  
Through the building up of the plagues and the culmination of the final affliction Yisrael is finally 
released to worship YHWH.  Pharaoh no longer exhorts his supposed “control” over the 
Hebrews.  They are no longer subject to false Elohim of Mitzrayim.  They are free to worship 
YHWH Elohim.  No wonder Yisrael was happy to leave.  Yet it wasn’t just the Hebrews who left 
the land of idolatry and paganism. “A mixed multitude went up with them also,” says Exodus 
12:38. Many left Egypt and the elohim of Egypt behind. 
  
The Egyptians were humiliated because their gods had been defeated. They were also frightened 
that another plague would hit them if they held the Hebrews back.  They were happy to see the 
Israelites come and they were happy to see them go.  The Israelites were happy to go and the 
people of Mitzrayim were happy to let them go.  Who was happier?  Probably YHWH was the 
happiest of all. 
 

Portion Points to Ponder 

1. The Hebrew name for this portion is “Bo.”  What does this mean? 

2. Read Jeremiah 46:13-28.  How does this relate to the story of Exodus this week? 
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3. Consider the words found in Romans 9:14-29.  What did you learn from studying this 

passage? 

4. How does this Torah portion speak of the Messiah Y’shua? 

5. Describe two ways that you can apply this week’s Torah portion to your life. 

6. What was the eighth plague? 

7. Explain how a person can fulfill Exodus 11 and explain the Passover story to their son’s and 

their son’s sons? 

8. What kind of insect is a locust?  According to Leviticus 11:20-23 is this animal kosher for 

man to eat? 

9. Who recognized the need to let Israel go first – Pharaoh or his servants?  Explain how 

leaders sometimes are blind to what is best for the people. 

10. Moshe said the families of Israel were going to worship YHWH together.  Why did Pharaoh 

have a problem with the family unit leaving Egypt?  Explain how Satan tries to stop families 

from worshipping together today.   

11. What did the locusts eat? 

12. What type of wind brought the plague of locust into the land of Egypt?  What is the 

meaning of this direction of wind? 

13. Pharaoh stated that he sinned against YHWH and then asked Moses to pray for Him.  Was 

this true repentance? 

14. Pharaoh didn’t pray to YHWH for forgiveness but asked Moses to do so for him.  How is this 

type of false repentance prevalent in churches today?  Compare to 2 Corinthians 7:10. 

15. What type of wind took away the locusts?  What is the meaning of this direction? 

16. What does it mean that “YHWH hardened Pharaoh’s heart?” 

17. The thick darkness lasted for three days.  Describe the significance of the three days in 

relation to Hosea 6:2. 

18. Were the children of Israel protected from the thick darkness?  How?   

19. Moses and the nation of Israel could have left Egypt with their families after the plague of 

darkness bud didn’t.  Why not?  Didn’t YHWH just want His people to be free from slavery 

or did their mode of worship matter? 

20. Explain the last plague against Egypt. 

21. Why would the Egyptians willingly give up their riches to their Hebrew slaves?  How does 

the favor of YHWH cause your enemies to live at peace with you? 
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22. At what time would the first born be killed? 

23. What protected the children of Israel from the death of the first born? 

24. Pharaoh saw the multiple signs of miracles against the pagan nation.  The Newer 

Testament states that a “wicked and perverse generation looks for a sign” but still does 

not believe.  How was the stubbornness of Pharaoh like the obstinacy shown by people 

today? 

25. When is the Biblical New Year, as explained in Exodus 12:1? 

26. Why do Jewish people celebrate the New Year in September with the month of Tishrei? 

27. The Hebrew Bible names the first month “Aviv.”  Why do people call this month “Nisan?” 

28. On the tenth day of the first month a lamb was to be taken as a future offering.  How is the 

number 10 full of meaning? 

29. Was one lamb enough for an entire household?  What if the family was too small?  How 

does this compare to Acts 16:31 that states, “you will be saved, you and your entire 

household.” 

30. How old was the Passover lamb sacrifice?  How long was it to stay at the home of the 

Israelites? 

31. Exodus 12 states that the sacrifice was to be eaten “between the evenings.”  Was the 

Passover meal on the night of the 14th of Aviv or on the 15th of Aviv?  Why do you believe 

this? 

32. How was the lamb to be cooked and then eaten?  Could there be leftovers the next 

day? 

33. According to Exodus 12, what three foods must be part of any Passover remembrance 

meal? 

34. Is communion a Passover meal?  Where does the Eucharist originate? 

35. What is the meaning behind the unleavened bread called “matzah?”  What can be 

learned from eating bitter herbs or lamb? 

36. How were the Israelites to eat the Passover meal – reclined or in a hurry? 

37. According to Exodus 12:27, is this the “Jewish Passover” or the Passover of YHWH? 

38. Who passed through the land of Egypt and executed judgment?  Was it YHWH or the 

death angel? 

39. The blood was a sign to whom on the night of Passover? 
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40. How is Passover night a memorial to Bible believers today?  Explain how Christians keep 

the Passover?  What about the Jewish people?  How do you celebrate Passover? 

41. How many days were the Israelites to eat unleavened bread?  What is the Hebrew word 

for unleavened bread? 

42. Why would YHWH command “leaven” to be removed from the homes of the Israelites? 

43. What is the Hebrew word for “leaven” or “yeast” as found in exodus 12:20?  What type of 

foods include this ingredient? 

44. How many days is the Passover festival?  Is the “Festival of Unleavened Bread” a separate 

holy day? 

45. How many days were the people of Israel to eat matzah? 

46. What actions are allowed to take place on the first and last days of the “Festival of 

Unleavened Bread?”  Why is some type of work permitted but others prohibited? 

47. On what day of the first month does the Festival of Unleavened Bread begin?  When does 

it end?  Why would YHWH command this time of worship? 

48. Exodus 12:19 states that for “seven days shall no leaven be founding your homes.”  What 

should you do with your leavened items if they can not be on your property? 

49. What type of tree branch was used to spread the lamb’s blood on the door posts?  How 

does this verse correlate with Psalm 51:7 and Exodus 14?  Study these passages and 

explain. 

50. How were the Hebrew people to explain the Passover to future generations?  How are you 

sharing your faith with those younger than you? 

51. What happened to the first born on the night of Passover?  What happened to them after 

that Passover night? 

52. How did the death of the firstborn recall the evil actions of Pharaoh when he ordered the 

murder of all Hebrew boys?  Did Pharaoh reap what he sowed? 

53. Pharaoh finally releases Moses and the nation of Israel to leave in Exodus 12:32.  When he 

does this, Pharaoh also asks for a blessing.  Why the change of heart?  How does tragedy 

soften people’s stubborn attitudes towards YHWH? 

54. How did the Hebrew people plunder Egypt?  What would the gold, jewels, and cloth later 

be used for?  Why is this offering from the Egyptians important for the future worship of 

YHWH? 

55. How many men left Rameses in Egypt?  Where did they go? 
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56. Was it only “Jewish” people that left Egypt?  What about the “mixed multitude” in Exodus 

12:38?  Why is it important to recognize the great rabble of people that left Egypt and 

later received the Torah?   

57. How long was Israel in Egypt as slaves? 

58. According to Exodus 12:44, could uncircumcised people keep the Passover?  Should 

uncircumcised people celebrate Passover today?  Does circumcision still matter? 

59. Where any bones of the Passover lamb broken?  How is this symbolic of the Lamb Y’shua 

whose bones were not broken according to John 19:36 and Psalm 34:20? 

60. How were the living firstborn consecrated to YHWH? 

61. How is the Exodus a sign on the hand and a reminder on the forehead of the believer 

today?  How do Jewish people apply Exodus 13:9? 

62. Does it matter what day we celebrate the Passover? 

63. What did you learn from this Open Bible study? 

 

 

 

 

The Open Bible is a teaching series written by Daniel Rendelman of Emet Ministries.  Daniel Rendelman is 

the found and leader of Emet Ministries and the author of the book “Finding the Truth.”  He, his wife, and 

five children live in Newberry, South Carolina.  He can be reached at emetministries@gmail.com.  Find 

more teachings, audio messages, videos, and music at www.emetministries.com. 

 

 

 


